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DIALOGUE I. 


Mr. WrynDHam, MR. PrrcivaLl, 


MRS. WynDHAM, anD Miss Ma- 
RIA WYNDHAM. 


MRS. Wy NDHAM. 


JAM very glad, Mr. Percival, 


that we ſhall have the pleaſure of 


your company to dinner to-day; and 


the rather, as we expect, beſides, 
one or two literary gentlemen, friends 
of Mr. Wyndham, from whoſe con- 
verſation you may probably derive 
more ſatisfaction, than you would be 
likely to receive from our little family 
only. 


Ms, Pzrcrvar. I ſhall be extremely 
happy, Madam, to meet the gentle- 


men of whom you ſpeak; but when- 
B 2 ever 
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ever I have had the honour of dining 
with you, and-your family, I never 
experienced any want of rational or 
agreeable converſation : nor do I con- 


ceive, that a large company is neceſſary 
to produce either pleaſure or inſtruc- 


tion. 


MR. WyNDHAM. TI think it is not; 
and, indeed, I am of opinion, that ſmall 
ſele& parties are the beſt adapted to 
agreeable and ſocial converſe. How- 
ever, as my wife has informed you, 


that I ſhall have two literary male 


friends, I will alſo tell you, that we 
likewiſe expect a literary .lady, and 


who, beſides her intellectual endow- 


ments, is alſo eſteemed handſome, and 
eminently polite. 


Mz. PERCIVAL. Such a female cha- 
racter will certainly be a great improve- 
| ment 
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ment of your company, and eſpecially 
to me; for I can truly ſay, with Mon- 
taigne, that © the converſation of 
c beautiful and well-bred women, is 
« to me a moſt ſweet commerce,” 
I do, however, ſometimes meet with 
ladies, whom, I confeſs, I have not 
gallantry enough to admire. In walk- 
ing up the park yeſterday, about an 
hour before dinner-time, I met Mrs. 
Stanhope, who has an advantageous 
perſon, and her dreſs was very ſplen- 
did and attractive. But ſhe is fo 
vain, and fo ignorant, that the impreſ- 
ſions which her figure at firſt makes in 
her favour, are very ſpeedily removed 
by her extreme frivolouſneſs and ma- 
nifeſt affectation. Her own perſon, 


and her own dreſs, ſeem, indeed, to 


be almoſt the only objects of her at- 


tention, 


B 3 Mx, 
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Mz. Wynpyam. It has, in former 
times, been a ſubje& of debate, whether 
women ought to be allowed to pro- 
ceed to great degrees of expence and 


luxury, with reſpect to the decoration 


of their bodies. The Fathers, and 
particularly St. Jerom, were very ſe- 
vere in their animadverſions upon the 


ladies on this head. And I remem- 


ber, that Bayle gives an account of a 
controverſy on this ſubject, which ori- 
ginated from ſome ſermons of Timo 
theus Mapheus, preached at Bologna, 
in which he had maintained, that wo- 
men ought to be forbidden all ſuper- 


fluity of dreſs by a public decree. 


His eloquence had ſo powerful an 
effect, if not upon the ladies, at leaſt 
upon the magiſtrates, that a decree 


was accordingly iſſued againſt the li- 


centiouſneſs of female dreſs. The wo- 
men, however, were not without their 
| advocates 
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3 | » | | 
| advocates on this occaſion ; and more 


than one piece was publiſhed to ſhew, 
that the ladies ſhould have hberty to 
adorn themſelves, and ought not to 
be deprived of their ornaments. As 
to myſelf, I ſhall not inquire, whether 
a greater licentiouſneſs of dreſs be not 
now adopted, even by modeſt women, 
than is in any reſpe& proper or expe- 
dient, and ſuch as would formerly have 
been thought characteriſtic only of 
women of pleafure : but I will at leaft 
venture to ſay this, that when ſo much 
pains and expence are employed on the 
decoration of the body, the mind 
ſhould not be wholly left uncultivated. 
An elegant dreſs, and an agreeable 


perſon, would be rendered till more 


pleaſing by a refined and cultivated 
underſtanding. 


B 4 Mu. 


. 
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| Ms. Pzrxcivar. An acquaintance 
with literature muſt undoubtedly ren- 
der the converſation of a lady more 
pleaſing and more intereſting. It muſt 


tend to improve her language, and to 
elevate her ſentiments. 


Ms, Wynpnam. If a lady im- 
proves her underſtanding by-a peruſal 
of valuable authors, ſhe will undoubt- 
edly make the more agreeable compa- 
nion to an intelligent huſband. Read- 
ing is neceſſary for the acquiſition of 
that knowledge, which will render 
our converſation truly intereſting and 
valuable ; and reading will cauſe ſo- 
litude and retirement to be not only 
not tirefome,. but extremely pleaſing. 

Perſons who have a taſte for reading, 
of either ſex, may employ their leiſure 


hours much more agreeably and profit- 


ably 
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ably than they could otherwiſe, without 
having recourſe to ſcenes of diſſipa- 
tion, or to expenſive amuſements. 
Young women, however high their 
rank, or however opulent their for- 
tune, ſhould be early taught, that they 
are intended for ſerious purpoſes in 
life, and to fulfil important duties; 
and not merely to be looked at and 
admired, and to figure away in aſſem- 
blies, or at card- tables. 


Mas. Wyx DHA. An intimate ac- 
quaintance with the productions of 
authors of good ſenſe, and of real 


elegance and taſte, has certainly a great 


tendency to refine and poliſh the mind. 
But the improvement which may be 
derived from reading, will, I appre- 
hend, very much depend upon the 
choice of the authors which are ſe- 


lected for peruſal. If the books read 
eggs — 
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be chiefly novels of the ordinary ſtamp; 
perhaps the mind may be more cors 
rupted than improved by them. 


Mx; Wynpnmam. Great care ſhould 
certainly be taken, by ſome judicious 
friend, in the ſelection of proper au- 
thors; and thoſe ſhould be preferred, 
in whom to a fine taſte is added an ar- 
dent love of virtue, and a manifeſt ſo- 
licitude to promote its intereſts. We 
have many ſuch writers in our lan- 
guage, who may be read with equal 
advantage to the head and to the 
heart. 


Mas. WyNxDRHAM. It has been ob: 
ſerved of ſome literary ladies, that 
they are very apt to avoid the com- 
pany of their own ſex, and to give 
the preference to that of the men: 
which, perhaps, may partly ariſe from 
20 | the 
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che little inclination frequently ſhewn, 
by too many of our ſex, to enter into 
& ſuch converſation as is calculated for 
the improvement of the mind. 


Ms. Perxcivar. Swift, I remem- 
ber, ſays, that „ he never knew a 
| cc tolerable woman to be fond of her 
} er own ſex; and that © a knot of la- 

| q ce dies, got together by themſelves, 

4 « js a very ſchool of impertinence and 

ec detraction.“ 
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Miss MaxtaWynDHam. I thought, 
Sir, that Dean Swift had always been 
conſidered as an author very unfavour- 
able to the ladies; and that his opi- 
nions concerning them were not 
entirely to be depended on. 


MR. Pzxcival. Swift, Miſs, was 
certainly much of a ſatiriſt; but it is 
| alſo 
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alſo true, that he ſpent much of his 


time with the ladies, and was very 
fond of their company. 


Mx. Wynpnmam. Swift has been 
thought ſevere upon the ladies, and 
not altogether without reaſon. But 
his remarks concerning them ace often 
juſt ; and much more worthy of their 
attention, than the undiſtinguiſhing 
compliments of their flatterers. 


Mx. Pexcivar. One of Swift's re- 
marks ſeems ſomewhat corroborated 
by the obſervations of a late writer, 
who ſays, that © Women of talents, 
ce ſuperior to the reſt of their ſex, ge- 
* nerally aſſociate with men; and 
« that men of inferior talents, find- 
ing themſelves deſpiſed by the men, 
on that account aſſociate with wo- 
«© men.” 
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Miss Marta WynDHam. Several 


young ladies of my acquaintance, who 
make a very capital figure in the. po- 
lite circles, have diſcovered not a lit- 
tle diſguſt, when I have endeavoured 
to turn the converſation out of the 
ordinary channel, and to lead our 
| thoughts to ſome rational topic, or 
1 to an attention to ſome valuable au- 
; thor. 
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Mx. WyNDHAu. It is much to be 
regretted, that the intellectual facul- 
ties of females are not more diligently 
cultivated. As the dancing-maſter is 
employed to teach them to move 

with eaſe and gracefulneſs, ſo they 
ſhould have a mental inſtructor to teach 
them to think juſtly, and to give at 
leaſt ſome degree of poliſh to their un- 
derſtandings. I am alſo of opinion, 
that they ſhould be early trained up in 


habits 
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habits of ſubmiſſion, and of reſpe&, 


to their elders and ſuperiors. The 
girl, who has not been taught to ſub- 


mit in childhood, will hardly be diſ- 
inguiſhed for her tractability when 


ſhe becomes a wife. Too great a de- 
gree of relaxation ſeems to have taken 


2 place, in the preſent age, in the ſemi- 


naries both of male and female edu- 
cation. This has not been favourable 
to the intereſts of virtue. 


Mx. Pzzcival. It appears to me, 
"that in ſome of our ordinary female 


boarding- ſchools, where many young 
women are educated, who have no 


proſpect of moving in the higher claſſes 
of life, too little attention is paid to 
teaching them thoſe things that would 
be of the greateſt uſe to them. The 
mode of education adopted rather fills 
them with vanity, than communicates 

. | to 
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to them thoſe qualities and diſpoſitions, 
which would render them moſt eſti- 
mable, in the ſphere of life in which 
they are likely to be placed. The ob- 
ject 1 is rather to make them fine ladies, 
than gaod wives, or good mothers. 


M. WynpHam. In our female 
boarding-ſchools, girls ſhould un- 
doubtedly be taught thoſe uſeful arts, 
which will qualify them for the duties 
of domeſtic life, and not have their 
time almoſt wholly occupied in the 
acquiſition of ornamental accompliſh- 
ments. A taſte for drawing and muſic 
is certainly very proper to be culti- 
vated, in thoſe females who are in- 
tended to appear 1n the higher claſſes 
of life : but for thoſe who are intend- 
ed to be the wives of tradeſmen, the 
more uſeful arts ſhould have a decided 
preference. 


Mus. 
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Mus. WynDnan. As our daugh- 


ter, Maria, will have no inconſider- 
able fortune, it has been our deſire, 


that ſhe ſhould have ſome knowledge 


of literature, and that ſne might not 


be deſtitute of any of thoſe orna- 


mental accompliſhments that might 
become a woman of faſhion : but I 
have alſo endeavoured ſo to qualify 
her for the duties of a wife, that in no 


ſituation ſhe might be found incapable 
of being uſeful, or of diſcharging the 


- proper offices of a virtuous woman, 


whether in proſperity or in adverſity. 


Miss Marra Wrnpnan. I am 


extremely grateful, madam, to you 


and to my papa, for your tender an- 


xiety for my welfare, and for the judi- 
cious pains that have been taken in 


my education; and I hope to be able 


to evince, that your care has not been 
thrown 
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thrown away. I am convinced of the 
importance of acquiring that ſpecies 
of knowledge, which is neceſſary for 
the juſt diſcharge of thoſe relative and 
ſocial virtues that are incumbent upon 
females; and I would alſo acquire 
ſome knowledge of an higher kind. 
I would willingly endeavour to pre- 
ſerve the proper medium between the 
character of a woman ſo addicted to 
literature, as to be unfit for the ordi- 
nary duties of life; and of a woman ſo 
engroſſed by thoſe ordinary duties, and 
common cares, as never to riſe above 
the vulgar ſtandard, or entertain any 
ſentiments of a refined or elevated na- 
ture. I would aim to be what a wo- 
man ought to be in poliſhed ſociety ; 
I would not negle& the ornamental 
accompliſhments; but I would chiefly 
aſpire after thoſe virtues which are 


C moſt 
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moſt honourable to our ſex, and which 
are pointed out to us by nature and by 
reaſon. 


Mas. WynpnHam. My dear Ma- 


ria, I greatly applaud your ſentiments. 
Your beauty will fade, and years will 
remove your perſonal attractions. But 
if your heart be formed to virtue, and 
your mind be well cultivated, you 
will continue, even in the decline of 
life, to be eſteemed and beloved. 
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ON SEVERAL FEMALE LITERARY CHA- 
RACTERS, AND ON FEMALE TALENTS, 
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Mx. CLirrord, MR. RochpALE, Ma. 
 ManwaRING, MR. EDcecuMBE, 
AND MR. WaLDROW. 


MR. CLirroRD. 


HE ſixteenth century appears to 

have been eminently productive 
of learned women, though not many 
of them were authors; and I remem- 
ber that Dr. Wotton takes notice, that 
at that period, the fair ſex ſeemed 
cc to believe, that Greek and Latin 
cc added to their charms; and that 
« Plato and Ariſtotle, untranſlated, 


were frequent ornaments of their 
<« cloſets.” 


C 3 Mx. 
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Mx. Rocnpals. The learning ac- 
quired by many ladies at that period 
was certainly conſiderable. The: ex- 
traordinary progreſs made in litera- 
ture by lady Janz Grzy, is well 
known. When ſhe was beheaded, 
ſue was not more than ſeventeen ; dt 
ſhe is ſaid then to have underſtood 
the Greek, Latin, French, and Ita- 
Jian languages; and alſo to have had q 
ſome knowledge of the Hebrew, Chal- ; 
. and Arabic. 


Mx. Epctcumse. The daughters 
of fir Anthony Cooke, who' was one 
of the tutors to king Edward the ſixth, 
were alſo eminent for their literature. 
Mildred, the eldeſt, who was married 
to the famous lord Burleigh, was well 
acquainted with the Greek and Latin 

languages: She tranſlated a piece of 
Chryſoſtom from Greek into Engliſh; 
and 


— 
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and when ſhe preſented a bible to the 
library of the univerſity of Cambridge, 
ſhe ſent with it an epiſtle in Greek, 
written with her own hand. Anna, 
ſecond daughter of fir Anthony 
Cooke, was married to fir Nicholas 
Bacon, and was mother of the great 
lord Verulam. She tranſlated Biſhop 
Jewel's Apologia Eccleſix Anglicanz into 
Engliſh ; and when ſhe ſent the ma- 
nuſcript to the Biſhop, for his appro- 
bation, ſhe ſent with it a Greek epi- 
ftle. She alſo tranſlated twenty-five 
fermons of Ochinus from the Italian. 
Sir Anthony had two other daughters, 
who were both eminent for their Tite- 
rary acquiſitions. The youngeſt, Ca- 
tharine, who was married to fir Henry 
Killigrew, has been highly commended 
for her knowledge in the Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin rongues, and for 
her Poetica talents. 


C 4 Ms. 
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Mz. Ciirronp. MarcartT Ro- 
PER, the favourite daughter of ſir 
Thomas More, had made a progreſs 
in learning, which greatly excited the 
admiration of her father's literary 
friends. She underſtood the Greek 
and Latin languages, and had great 
{Kill in muſic and the mathematics. 
She wrote a, treatife of the“ Four 
« laſt Things; and is ſaid to have 
had a very happy talent at correcting 
ancient authors. Her couſin, MAR 
GARET CLEMENT, the .wife of Dr. 
Clement, an eminent phyſician, had 
likewiſe made a great progreſs in the 


learned languages, and correſponded 
with Eraſmus. 


Ih. 


Mx. Manwanmo. Mrs. ELIZ A- 
BETH LEGGE, whoſe father was an 
anceſtor of the earl of Dartmouth, is 
faid to have had an excellent genius. 


' fos 
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for the acquiſition of languages, and 


to have been well ſkilled in the Latin, 


French, Spaniſh, and Iriſh tongues. 
She died in Ireland, unmarried, at the 
age of 105. Her family were remark- 
able for their longevity. She had a 
brother, who was a lieutenant-colonel 
in the reign of Charles I. and who 
died at 109; and two ſiſters, one of 
whom lived to be above an hundred, 
and the other attained to the age 
of 112. | 


Mz. Rochpalz. One of our lite- 
rary ladies, who was taken off at a 
much earlier period, was Miſs ANNE 
Baynard, daughter of Dr. Edward 
Baynard. She died in her twenty- 
fifth year ; but has been greatly com- 
mended for her piety and learning. 
She was not only acquainted with the 
learned languages, but had alſo ac- 
| - quired 
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quired much philoſophical and other 
learning. Her diſpoſition was ex- 
tremely ſerious. Mr. Ballard ſays of 
her, that © ſhe was ſeldom feen to ſmile, 
& being rather of a reſerved and 
ce ſtoical diſpoſition.” 


Mz. CLIrrORD. I think ſtoiciſm 


is not a very pleaſing trait in a female 
2 


MR. WALDRON. Mrs. CATHARINE, 


Parties, who was frequently ſtyled 
y ce the matchleſs Orinda,” had very 
Hattering encomiums beſtowed on her 
In her own time. Her works conſiſt 
of poems, letters, and tranſlations 
from the French. Biſhop Taylor was 


acquainted with her, and addreſſed to 
her his treatiſe on friendſhip. | 


Ms. ManwarinG. Among thoſe 
Engliſn — who have diſtinguiſned 


hes 


| (1 
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ctemſelves by their knowledge in the 

learned languages, Mrs. CoxsrANTIA 
{ GRIERSON made a conſiderable figure. 
She died at the age of twenty-ſeven; 


but was allowed to have been an ex- 


8 cellent ſcholar, and to have been well 


verſed not only in Grecian and Roman 
literature, but alſo in divinity, hiſtory, 
philoſophy, and mathematics. Theſe 
valuable acquiſitions were the refulr 
of her own application. She dedi- 
cated her edition of Tacitus, printed 
at Dublin, to lord Carteret, and that 
of Terence to his ſon, to whom ſhe 
likewiſe wrote a Greek epigram. She 
alſo wrote ſome Engliſh poems. 


Mx. WAI Dp RON. ANNA Mann A 
SCHURMAN has been very deſervedly 
celebrated among the foreign literary 
ladies. She not only wrote the Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew languages, but 

alſo 


alſo ſpoke them in ſuch a manner as 1 
excited ſurprize in the moſt learned 


men. She likewiſe made a conſider- 


able progreſs in the Syriac, Chaldee, N 


Arabic, and Ethiopic. Of the living 


languages, beſides her own tongue, 
the German, ſhe ſpoke readily the 


Engliſh, French, and Italian. She 


had alſo acquired a competent know- 
ledge in geography, aſtronomy, and 


ſeveral other ſciences. The moſt 


eminent and learned men of the age 
were in the number of her correſpond- 


ents. She latterly applied herſelf 


chiefly to the ſtudy of divinity and the. 
facred writings; but her theological 


opinions appear to have been too much 
tinctured with enthuſiaſm. 


MR. Roch pal. This learned 
lady, I recolle&, always continued in 


a ſtate of celibac) y 3. and remember 


that 
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that Bayle gives it as his opinion, that 
literary-ladies ſhould not marry. But 
it is certain, that fome women of 
learning and genius have made excel- 
lent wives. | 


ood IE Ir ren Coe 


MR. CLirrorRD. If it were to be 
admitted, that literary purſuits would 
diſqualify women for being good 
wives, it would certainly not be deſir- 
able that they ſnould apply themſelves 
to learning. But I ſee no reaſon for 
ſuppoſing any ſuch conſequence 


- 
* 8 = id ' — A * 1 a 8 — Rs 0 3 
DS OO RE IN e TINEA on 


7 


Mz. Epoxcuukg. If women are 
equally capable of literature with men, 
why ſhould they not equally cultivate 
it? | 


M. ManwakrinG. That women 
are capable of very conſiderable at- 
tainments in literature,” and of great 
exertions of genius, cannot, with 

reaſon, 
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reaſon, be denied. Of the truth of 

this, the literary ladhes of the preſent | 

age, as well as of paſt times, afford a i 

full demonſtration. But that they 
are capable of making an equal pro- 
greſs in literature and ſcience with 
men, a man who is not overburthened 
with gallantry may venture to doubt, 
till a Female Homer, or Virgil, or 
Shakeſpeare, or Newton, ſhall have 
von 


Mx. Epczcumse. In forming an 
idea of the talents of women, from 
the works they have produced, com- 
pared to thoſe of men, great allow- 
ance ought to be made for the ſuperior 
advantages of education which have 
been enjoyed by the men. 


Mx. MANwARIN G. Men undoubt- 
edly poſſeſs advantages much ſuperior 
| to 


SF ũ ĩͤ a ME... 


DIALOGUE IL. 38 


to women in point of education, and 
eſpecially with reſpe& to the acqui- 


ſition of antient literature; and in an 


inquiry into the comparative intellec- 
tual powers of the ſexes, this certainly 
ought to be conſidered. But have 
there not been many men, who have 
riſen to conſiderable degrees of lite- 
rary eminence, who have had no ad- 
vantages of education, and whoſe 


| ſituation in this reſpect, at leaſt with 


regard to leiſure, and the facility of 
procuring books, has been much 


worſe than that of almoſt all women, 


who are in the genteel or higher claſfes 
of life? Great has been the number 
of thoſe ladies, whoſe advantages of 
education have been exceedingly ſu- 
perior to thoſe of Shakeſpeare; and 

yet, I believe, no literary lady will 


yenture to produce againſt him a 


female competitor. 
Mx. 
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Ma. WaLpron. That the powers 
of women are equal to the attainment 
of great degrees of excellence in 
literature and in the arts, cannot be 
queſtioned. Of their talents for the 
fine arts, admifable ſpecimens have 
lately been exhibited by AnczLica 
KavreMAn. Other female artiſts of 


great merit might alſo be named. And 


Mrs. CockBßURNE and Mrs. Macav- 
LAY GRAHaM have diſplayed very 
conſiderable metaphyſical abilities, 
though this has been ſuppoſed to be a 
branch of ſtudy not very congenial to 
female underſtandings, 


Mx. ManwazinoG, If I do not 
admit that their powers are equal to 
thoſe of men, I admit that many of 
them poſſeſs powers which are equal to 
the cultivation, in a certain degree, of 
every branch of literature, I acknow- 


ledge 


= 
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tedge that they poſſeſs, in a very 
conſiderable degree, the powers of 
imagination. I alſo admit that they 
have taſte and elegance, and that the 
fineneſs and delicacy of their feelings, 
and the warmth of their imaginations; 
enable them to paint the emotions of 
love with peculiar advantage. But 
though their imaginations are certainly 
lively, yet are they vigorous as thoſe 
of men, and has there been any evi- 
dence that they poſſeſs, in literature 
or in the. arts, the ſame creative 
powers? Or are they capable of the 
ſame vigorous and continued applica- 
tion that men are, to ſcientific inveſti- 
gations? That cool reaſoners may 
be found among the ladies, Mrs. 
Cockburn, and ſome others, may be 
mentioned as inſtances; but are not 
ladies of this character very ſcarce? 
And does it follow, that women are 
E D as 
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as generally capable of abſtract reaſons 
ing as men, becauſe a few ſuch in- 
ſtances may have been found? 


- Mx. Crirroxd. With reſpect to 
the comparative intellectual powers of 
the ſexes, it is ſo delicate a ſubject, 
that I cheeſe not to enter into it. 
Let it ſuffice, that women are capable 
of very conſiderable literary attain- 
ments. This is an unqueſtionable 
fact; and this is a ſufficient induce- 
ment for the ladies, whenever they 
feel any ſuch. propenſity, to apply 
themſelves to the purſuits. of learn- 
ing- g 
Mn. Rochp al. That women in 
many reſpects differ, in: general, from 
men, in their diſpoſitions, as well as 
in their external form, ſeems evident, 
upon an attentive obſervation of the 
two- 
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two ſexes. Nature, or, to ſpeak 


more properly, the God of nature, 
has given to women thoſe propenſities 
which beſt fit them for domeſtic duties, 
and adapt them for thoſe ſituations i in 
which they are generally to be placed. 


Individual women may have diſpo- 


fitions ſimilar to thoſe of men, as 
there are ſome men who appear to be 
naturally effeminate; but theſe are 
only particular exceptions to general 
rules, and prove nothing reſpecting 
the general propenſities of either ſex. 
If women ordinarily poſſeſſed the ſame 
_ diſpoſitions as men, they would cer- 
tainly be much leſs fitted 'than they 
are for thoſe duties to which their ſex 
is more particularly called. It is un- 
doubtedly to be wiſhed, that women, 
at leaſt in the higher walks of life, 
ſhould ſo far cultivate literature, as to 
qualify them to engage in rational 

D 2 and 
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and uſeful converſation; though is 
may not be beneficial that they ſhould 
have ſo vehement an attachment 
to It, as will prevent them fron: 
paying # proper attention to domeſtic 
employments, and to the important 
duties of wives and mothers. But 
wherever genins appears, either in 
males or in females, 1t 1s certainly de- 
firable that it ſhould receive the moſh 
advantageous cultivation. 
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ON THE DIFFERENT REPRESENTATIONS 
THAT HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF THE 
FEMALE CHARACTER, AND OTHER 
INCIDENTAL SUBJECTS, 


1 
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%\ 


SIR CHARLES Pacet, Lapy PAGET, 
AND MR. ALTHORPE. 


Mx. ALTHORPE., 


T is not a little amuſing to read 
the different characters that differ- 
ent writers have given of women. By 
ſome they are repreſented as angels, 
and by others ſpoken of in terms 
extremely contemptuous. I yeſterday 
read, in a celebrated dramatic per- 
formance, the following lines: 


9 a lovely woman | Nature made 
| © you 


To temper man; we had been brutes | 


© without you, 
© Angels are painted fair to look like you: 


D 4 There's 


| 
( 


— — — — — 
3 —— 22 —— — — 
— — — — — 
EB —„— — r wo er II nn ren 
_— — 


40 DIALOGUE II. 


There's in you all that we believe of 
Heaven, | 


8 Amazing brightneſs, purity, and truth, 
Eternal Joys, and everlaiting love.” 


The very fame day I met with another 
character of the ladies, in a ftrain 
extremely diſſimilar, written by a 
grave divine of the ſixteenth century; 
which I thought ſofficiently curious 
to tranſcribe, and which, if you 
8 I will read to you. 


SI. CunARILESs Paorr. By all means, 
8 let us hear it. 


Mx. AlrhokrE. It is as follows: 
Women, ſays the writer, © are of 
© two ſorts. Some of them are wiſer, 
© better learned, diſoreeter, and more 
conſtant, than a number of men, 
© But another, and a worſe ſort of 


them, and THE MOST PART, are 
RET . fond, 
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fond, fooliſh, wanton, flibbergibs, 
© tatlers,  triflers, wavering, witleſs, 
© without counſel, feeble, © careleſs, 
© raſh, proud, dainty, nice, tale- 
© bearers, eves-droppers, rumour- 
. © raiſers, evil-tongued, worſe-minded, 
and in every reſpect doltified with 
© the dregs of the devil's dunghill.' 


Lapy Pacer. Pray, fir, who is 
it, to whom the ladies are indebted 
for this admirable portrait ? 


Ma. ArTwores. To Dr. John 
Aylmer, madam, who was made 
biſhop of London * queen Elizabeth. 


"RIVA Packr. That hey 
princeſs, I ſhould imagine, could not 


have been very well pleaſed with this 
defcripden of her ſex. 


Ms. 
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Ma. ArLTaores, Dr. Aylmer, 
madam, divided the ladies in two 
claſſes; and your ladyſhip may be 
aſſured, that the queen was ranked in 
the firſt and beſt claſs. 


Sin CnARLESs. Of that there can 


be no doubt; and I think the prelate, 


of whom you ſpeak, ſeems to have 


been rather a favourite of queen Eli- 


zabeth, I remember one inſtance is 
recorded of his courtly gallantry, 


which our preſent biſhops would pro- 


bably not be very fond of imitating, 
The queen was greatly afflicted with 
the tooth-ach, but, notwithſtanding 
her reputation for ſpirit, was ſo much 
afraid of the pain that ſhe apprehended 


would reſult from having a tooth 


drawn, that ſhe could not be prevailed 
upon to conſent to the operation. 


Biſhop _—_ who was preſent, in 


order 
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order to encourage her majeſty, ſat 
down in a chair, and directed the 
tooth-drawer to draw one of his teeth. 
This being accordingly done, arid the 
queen, ſeeing the good humour with 
which the biſhop underwent the ope- 
ration, was thereby induced herſelf to 
ſubmit to 1t, 


Mx. ALTworPe. Biſhop Aylmet 
ſeems, upon the whole, to have been 
a curious character. Mr. Strype, 1 
remember, ſays of him, that he was 
« 4 man of metal, and could uſe his 
„ hands well 55 and alſo that “ he 
« was a man of his arms, and would 
© not turn his back for any man.“ 


Sik CnarLes. I érecollect that 
biſhop Aylmer, though his ſentiments _ 
of the ladies were not very favourable, 

2 was 
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was a zealous opponent of John Knox, 


in defence of female government. 


Mr. ALTwores. He was, fir 
Charles, and this might probably 
recommend him to the favour of 
queen Elizabeth. | 


Lapy Pacer. What was the oc- 
calion, fir, that gave riſe to the con- 
troverſy which you mention concerning 
temale government ? 


MR. ALTHORPE, Mr. Knox, 
madam, being a zealous proteſtant, 
had naturally a great diſlike to queen 
Mary, who then reigned in England, 
as he had alſo to Mary of Lorrain, 


the queen-regent of Scotland. He 


therefore wrote a book, intitled, 


The firſt blaſt of the trumpet againſt 
© "ThE 
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te the monſtrous regimen of women ;” 
in which he endeavoured to prove, 
that it was againſt nature, and con- 
trary to ſeripture and to reaſon, to 
intruſt women with the government of 
ſtates or kingdoms: After the acceſ- 
fon of Elizabeth, Dr. Aylmer wrote 
an anſwer to Knox's book. Knox, 
however, ſtill maintained the truth of 
his general doctrine with great firm- 
neſs; but, as he was no enemy to the 
new queen of England, he admitted, 

in a letter to ſecretary Cecil, that God 
might have © miraculouſly comforted 
<« his afflicted people by ſuch an 
« INFIRM VESSEL” as Elizabeth; and 
in a letter to the queen herſelf, he told 
her, that he “ glorified God for that 
cc reſt granted to his afflicted flock 
within England, under her, a WEAK 
« INSTRUMENT.” But theſe conceſ- 
ions * not ſatisfy Elizabeth. She 
N could 
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could not endure a man who had 
maintained, that it was unnatural, 
and abſurd, and impious, for women 
in any country to be intruſted with the 
government of ſtates and kingdoms. 
She, therefore, peremptorily refuſed to 
grant permiſſion to Knox even to paſs 
through England. 


Lapy Pacer. I think the queen 
was ſomewhat too vindictive upon this 
occaſion. T have heard that her: 
majeſty, though far from handſome, 
took great pleaſure in being com- 
mended for her beauty. 


Mx. A rHOR PER. She did, madam; 
and, indeed, it was ſo well known 
that Elizabeth was fond of being 
thought handſome, even to the cloſe 
of her life, that ſne was frequently 
complimented upon her perſonal 
webs charms, 
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tharms, by her courtiers, and even by 
foreign ambaſſadors, when ſhe was 
nearly approaching to her ſeventieth 
year. ET 


þ 


Six Cnartes. Queen Elizabeth 
was a woman, in whom conſiderable 
abilities, and great vigour of mind, 
were united to great weakneſſes, It is 
ſomewhat remarkable, that one of the 


fevereſt characters which has appeared 


of this celebrated princeſs, was written 
by a female hiſtorian. Mrs. Macaulay 
Graham ſays, that the good fortune 
of Elizabeth is © in nothing more 
ce conſpicuous, than in the unmerited 
« fame it has to this day preſerved to 
cc her.” She adds, that * the vices 
« of this princeſs were ſuch as could 
ee not exiſt with a good heart, nor her 
“ weakneſſes with a good head.“ 


M R. 
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Mz. AL.THores. Queen Elizabeth 
was fond of being thought handſome 
when ſhe was very old, and had to- 
tally loſt that ſhare of beauty of which 
ſhe had been once poſſeſſed; but there 
have been ſome ladies, who have 
really preſerved a great degree of 
beauty to a very advanced age. Of 
this Ninon de L/Enclos was a remark- 
able inſtance; as was alſo Diana of 
Poitiers, - ducheſs of Valentinois, 
miſtreſs to Henry II. king of France, 
This lady was at leaſt forty years of 
age, when the F rench monarch, who 
was only eighteen, became deſperately 
in love with her. She was near ſixty 
at the time of that prince's death; but 
ſhe always preſerved the ſame domi- 
nion over his heart, He wore her 
livery, which was black and white, at 
the tournament in which he was mor- 
tally wounded, It is ſaid of her, 

Sg | „ 
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that ſhe was never ill; and that i in the 
coldeſt weather ſhe waſhed her face 


with ſpring water, and never uſed a any | 
ſort of pomatum. | She rode every 
morning at ſix o'clock, often took a 
ride of about a league or two, and 


then returned and went to bed, where 
ſhe read till noon. She was a great 
patroneſs of men of letters. She died 
in her ſixty-ſeventh year. Bran- 
tome, who ſaw her about fix months 
before, ſays, that ſhe was then ſo 
handſome, that “ no heart of ada- 


cc mant could have been inſenſible 


© to her charms.” 
=_ 


Si CnaRLes. Tt would be dan- 


gerous, if the ladies were generally ſo 
handſome, and ſo attractive, and pre- 


ſerved their beauty ſo long. In that 
caſe, they would govern the world 


entirely. 


3 E Lap? 
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Lapy Pacrr. I think, * Charles, 

there is no danger at preſent of our 
| having too great an aſcendancy. 1 
do not apprehend that our dominion, 
in general, is either too great or too 
laſting. | 


"Mz. ArTrozee, 1 has been aſ- 
ſerted, that, in France, notwithſtand- 5 
ing the  Salique law, the women dictate 


almoſt every thing that is ſaid, and 
direct every thing that is done. 


Sm 8 A 10 Engliſh tra- 
* ſays of the French ladies, that 
they are © more amiable and more 
cc intereſting, than the women of any 
« other foreign country that he had 
« ſeen.” And the fact is, that they 
owe their influence very much to their 
inſinuating and engaging manners. 
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MI. ALTrHorPe. In England, and 
in France, and in other countries of 
Europe, the ladies are very properly 
and reſpectfully treated: but in ſome 
parts of the world women meet with 
extreme hard uſage, and are treated 
with much indignity. Mr, Millar 
informs us, that * among the negroes 
upon the ſlave · coaſt, the wife is never 
allowed to appear before the huſband, 
or to receive any thing from his hands, 
without putting herſelf into a kneel- 
ing poſture. In the empire of Congo, 
he ſays, and among the greater part of 
thoſe nations which inhabit the ſouth- 
ern coaſt of Africa, the women of a 


family are ſeldom permitted to eat 


along with the men. The huſband © 
{its alone at table, and the wife com- 
monly ſtands at his back, to guard 
him from the flies, to ſerve him with 
his victuals, or to furniſh-him with his 

E 2 pipe 
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pipe and * tobacco. | After he has 
finiſhed. his meal, ſhe is allowed to eat 
what, "remains; but without ſitting 
down, which, it ſeems, would: be i incon- 
fiſtent with the inferiority and ſubmiſ- 

lion gg? is * ſuitable to her ſex.” 


PF" (4 | 16315 Fa I. 1 685 + 
4 FAGET. 1 an convinced, 
; 1 . 
r. Althorpe, that you have too 
1 good-narure, and too much 
1 
gallantry, to wich to ſee the w women in 
TELES, a4 *? 


this NEF hardly F. \ But, 


theſe. inſtances of the. ſubjection i in 
which women are kept i in ſome foreign 
countries, as a gentle hint to me, 
that, as women are ſo well uſed in 


England, they ought to behave better 
than many of them do. 


2. * 14 SP | 
Mu. Al THOR pr. It was impoſſible, 


madam, that I could have, any ſuch 
view 
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view in what I have now ſaid: for if | 
there are any women in England, to | 
whom ſuch a hint could be proper, 1 


am ſure that lady Paget is not one of 
them. 


Sis CHARLES. It is not ſo much a 
ſubject of ſui rprize, that in unpoliſhed 
nations the women ſhould be hardly 
uſed: but we are inclined to wonder 
that the antient Greeks ſhould have 
behaved with rigour to their women, 

and particularly that they ſhould have 
kept them 1 in ſuch ſtrict * 


Ms. Arrnoxes, The Greeks 
would have been a more poliſhed 
people than they were, if they had 
not locked up their women, and 


thereby deprived themſelves of the 
benefit which they would have derived 
from their converſe, and from their 


E-y- mingling 
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mingling in ſociety. In poliſhed 
ſociety, women are juſtly regarded not 
only for their uſeful qualities, but alſo 
for their agreeable accompliſhments, 
and for the pleaſures of their conver- 

ſation. 


Lapy Pacer. Our friend, Mr. 
Stainforth, I obſerve, is very apt in 
his converſation to be ſatirical upon 
women; and yet, I believe, he has no 
diſlike to their company. 


Mx. ALTHOR PE. Indeed, madam, 
he has not. He is very ready to leave 
the company of his beſt male friends, 
to enjoy the converſation of agreeable 
women. And I believe the fact to be, 
that thoſe men who are moſt inclined 
to be ſatirical againſt the ladies, are 
generally men who are much attached 
to them. Some of the ſevereſt things 
that 
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That have ever been ſaid againſt the 
women, haye -proceeded from the 
poets, both antient and modern, and 
yet they have been known to be ex- 
tremely attached to the fair ſex: and, 
on other occaſions, the very ſame 


writers have beſtowed on them the 
moſt flattering encomiums. 


Sis CHarLes. It appears, from 
the circumſtances which attended the 
funeral of a learned German author, 
that the ladies of that country are very 
grateful to thoſe writers by whom 
they have been complimented. Henry 
Frauwenlob was buried at Mentz in the 
year 1317; and we are aſſured, that 
the women carried his corpſe from his 
houſe to the great church of that city, 
filling the ſtreets with their lamentable 
cries and complaints. They alſo 
poured ſo great a quantity of wine 

| E 4 on 


36 DIALOGUE 1I. 


29 
N CS. 


on his grave, that it overflowed. the 
church. All this was done by theſe 
grateful females, in order to teſtify 
their g gratitude for thoſe praiſes, which 


he ad beſtowed on their ſex in his 


writings. 
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ON MARRIAGE, AND OTHER COLLA- 
TERAL TOPICS, 


„ 
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Mz. BAUcLERK, MR. Pavier, 
MMS. BEAUCLERK, AND Miss 
ASHBURNHAM. 


MRS. BEAUcLERE. 


HEARD yeſterday, Mr. Paulet, 
that your friend fir William Mont- 


gomery was lately married, and to a 
lady of conſiderable fortune. | 


MR. PauiteT, He was, madam 
and his lady has not only a handſome 
fortune, but many perſonal accom- 
pliſnments, and many virtues. 


Mus. 
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Mas. Bzauclzxk. His felicity, 
then, I preſume, muſt have been 
much increaſed by ſuch a union. 


Mx. Pavier. I have no doubt 
but it has, madam. I viſited them a 
few days ſince, and there was every 
appearance of their being both ex- 
* happy. 


Mz. Bzaveltrk, I ſuppoſe, then, 
that fir Willian Montgomery will 
give an account of matrimony, at 
leaſt as favourable as. that of the earl 
of Shafteſbury, the celebrated author 
of the CHARACTERISTICS, 


Mus. Bzauclerx. Pray, my dear, 
what account did that nobleman give 
of matrimony ? | 


MR. 
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M. BRAUCLERR. After his mar- 

riage, having received the uſual com- 
pliments, he very ſeriouſly. declared 
to one of his friends, that he verily 
believed he was full as happy as be- 
fore. This was thought cold lan- 
guage in a man ſo newly married; 
but his lordſhip intimated; that it/ 
was a very unreaſonable thing in his- 
friends to expect warmer declarations 
from him on the occaſion. He had 
ventured upon marriage, and he had 
not been rendered unhappy by it; 
and he thought that to affirm this, 
was ſaying much both in favour of his 
wife, and of matrimony. 


Miss AsHnuRNHAM. Lord Shafteſ- 
bury, whatever may be ſaid in praiſe. 
of his philoſophy, will hardly, I 
think, be applauded by the ladies as 


TAY fond huſband, 
a6  $ Mxs. 
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Nas. Brau cLERK. Perhaps his 


lordſhip” s ideas of marriage were ſimi- 
lar to thoſe of fir John More, who. 
was one of the judges of the court of 
King's bench, and father to the cele- 
brated chancellor. I remember to 
have read of this old judge, that he 
uſed to compare the danger which 
there was in the choice of a wife, to 
that of a man who ſhould put his hand 
into a bag full of ſnakes, with only 
one eel in it. In that caſe it was poſ- 
ſible that the man might lay hold of 
the eel, but it was an hundred to one 
that he was ſtung by a ſnake. 


Miss AsRBURNHAu. Upon my 
word, Mrs. Beauclerk, you have trea- 
| ſured up in your memory a fine ſtory 
in favour of matrimony, and of the 
ladies. I ſhould rather have expected 

| this 
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this to have been related by one of the 
gentlemen, 


 Mxs. BeAaucLERK. Perhaps I ſhould 
not have ventured to have mentioned 
the compariſon of ſir John More, if 
I had ſuppoſed Mr. Beauclerk to be. 
of opinion, that he had himſelf been 
much ſtung by matrimony. But as 
to fir John More, however ſarcaſti- 
cally the old judge might chuſe to 
ſpeak of matrimony, it is pretty evi- 
dent that he was no great enemy to it. 
For he married three times; and was 
not ſo ſtung, but that he lived to be 
nearly ninety years of age. It may, 
therefore, reaſonably * preſumed, 
that even his repeated marriages did 
not much ſhorten his days. 


MR. BEaucLERK, Lord Shafteſ- 
bury ſeemed to be of opinion, thar 
matrimony 


— —— 
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matrimeny left a man much in the 
ſame ſtate of happineſs that it found 
him; at leaſt he repreſented this to be 
his own caſe; but 1 remember, that 


Eraſmus gave it as his opinion, that 


entering into the conjugal ſtate cer- 
tainly oecaſioned ſome alteration in a 


mam, and particularly had a tendency 


to make him more mild and tractable. 
When he heard of the marriage of 
Luther; he ſtrongly expreſſed his 
hopes, that he would be thereby ren- 
dered more quiet and peaceable. 
Ichere was nothing, he ſaid, too ſa- 


vage for a wife to tame *. 


Mans. BRAUCLERR. Eraſmus, I 
think, was a bachelor, and therefore, 
I preſume, could not be a very good 


judge of the matter. 


* NIHIL EST TAM FERUM QUOD NON ci- 
MR. 
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- Ma. Paurzr. Elaborate inquiries 
have been entered into, firſt, whether 
Luther's wife, Catharine, was hand- 
ſome; -and, ſecondly, whether, if ſhe 
were ſo, it was a crime in him to 
marry a handſome woman? How- 
ever, whether ſhe -was handſome or 
not, I remember, that Luther ſpeaks 
well of his Catharine; and ſays, that 
ce ſhe was obedient, and compliant to 
« him in all things.” | 


Miss ASHBURNHAM. I think the 


men ſeem to lay great ſtreſs upon obe- 
dience in wives. 


MR. BzavcLternk. It is natural, 
miſs Aſhburnham, to commend thoſe 
virtues that are found moſt difficult 
to practiſe; and the ladies, perhaps, 
will generally agree, that uniform obe- 

F ba dience 
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dience to a huſband is not one of the 
moſt eaſy virtues. 


Miss AsRBUR NAM. I think it 
very hard that it ſhould be required 
of us. I am ſure, that J ſhall never 
promiſe it with a good will. 


Mus. BzavcLERK. You muſt pro- 
miſe it, however, miſs Aſhburnham, 
if you are ever married, whether you 
perform it or not. 


Mrss AsRBURR BA. I am not al- 
together without hope, that a parlia- 
ment, or convocation, may ariſe, ſuf- 
ficiently liberal and enlightened, to 
order the promiſe of obedience made 
by the woman to be aboliſhed. 


Ms. BrauclExRR. You would, 
perhaps, think it better, if the matter 
| N were 
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were reverſed, and the men obliged to 
- promiſe obedience to their wives. 


Miss ASHBURNHAM. That would 
be delightful. That would be pre- 
ciſely as it ſhould be. I ſhould then 
be in ſome haſte to be married. It 
would be admirable to have a huſband 
always at one's command, 


MR. PavLtT., This ſeems formerly 
to have been actually the caſe in one 
part of the world. Ir is ſaid that in 
Egypt, where the women had an- 
tiently acquired a conſiderable aſcen- 
dancy, huſbands were obliged, in 
their marriage contracts, to promiſe 
obedience to their wives. 


Miss A$nBURNHAM. That was cer- 
tainly a moſt proper ſtate of things; 
and, indeed, I have heard that the 


F 2 Egyptians 


— III 


— 2 — Ai 


s DIALOGUE w. 


Egyptians were a very wiſe people 4 


and this appears to me to have been a 
clear proof of it. | 


Mx. BrAUcLl ERK. As women ge- 
nerally poſſeſs powers ſuperior to thoſe 
of men, both intellectual and corpo- 


real, it muſt certainly be highly fit 


and reaſonable, that they ſhould go- 
vern the men, and that the men ſhould 
fubmit implicitly to the women in all 
cafes whatſoever. 

Miss ASHBURNHam. You are diſ- 
poſed to banter, fir; but though we 


cannot pretend to vie with the men in 


ſtrength of body, we may, poſſibly, 
be ſuperior to them in ſtrength of un- 
derſtanding; and, if we can make 
that out, that may be ſufficient to 
give us a reaſonable claim to govern. 


M RS» 
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Mas. BeaucLERk. Yes, if you 
can 3 that appear; but I would 
adviſe you not to attempt it. 


Miss AsRBZURN HA. Nay, I do 
not undertake to prove it; perhaps, 
I may be content with aſſerting an 
equality, But ſurely, Mrs. Beau- 
_ clerk, you do not mean, in order to 
ſnew how good a wife you are, to 
take part with the men againſt your 
own ſex? | 


Ms. BravcLltkx. I would not 
have my own ſex aſſume qualities and 
powers that neither nature or reaſon 
ever gave them ; and thereby render 
themſelves leſs the objects of eſteem 
and regard than they otherwiſe would 


be. 


F ; MIS 
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Miss ASHBURNHAM. You are, to 
be ſure, a moſt meek woman, and a 


very admirable wife. I am afraid, 


that I ſhall not make quite ſo good a 
one. 


MR. BeaucLERK. In ſome places, it 
is cuſtomary for the women to promiſe 
obedience during the time of court- 
ſhip. It is ſaid, that in the Ukraine 
the women more generally court 
than the men; and that when a young 
woman falls in love with a man, ſhe 
goes, without heſitation, to the ob- 
ject of her paſſion, reveals her love in 
tender and pathetic terms, and pro- 
miſes the moſt ſubmiſſive obedience, 
if he will accept of her for a wife. 


Miss AsnBuRNHAM. Well, really 
that is very pretty; but I hope you 
; do 


3 . 


| 
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do not abſolutely recommend it to 
me, Mr. Beauclerk, to copy the ex- 
ample of the ladies of the Ukraine. 


MR. PavLteT, Lord Kaimes, I re- 
member, ſays, that © Man, as a pro- 
© teftor, is directed by nature to go- 
© vern: the woman, conſcious of 
« inferiority, is diſpoſed to obedience.” 
But I am ſomewhat apprehenſive, that 
many married men of my acquaint- 
ance would at leaſt diſpute the truth 
of the latter propoſition. 


Miss ASHBURNHAM. I hope, that 


at leaſt it will not be diſputed by Mr. 
Beauclerk. | 


MR. BEAUCcLERK. Mr. Millar, in 
his treatiſe on © the diſtinction of 
8 ranks in ſociety,” obſerves, that 


F 4 among 
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© among the Gauls the huſband exer- 
© ciſed/ the power of life and death 
© over his wives.“ And the fame 
learned author, who was juſt quoted by 
Mr. Paulet, informs us, that in Gui- 
nea, a woman never eats with her 
huſband; but after every meal attends 
him with water for waſhing. In the 
Caribbee iſlands, a woman is not per- 
mitted even to eat in the preſence of 
her huſband; and yet we are aſſured, 
ſays lord Kaimes, „that women there 
« obey with ſuch {ſweetneſs and re- 
cc ſpect, as never to give their huſ- 
* bands occaſion to remind them of 
ce their duty.“ 


Miss AsHRBZURN HAM. What meek, 
gentle creatures, thoſe Caribbean ladies 
muſt be! Is there no poſſibility of 
getting ſome of them imported into 
England, 


ar 
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England, in order to ſet proper ex- 
amples to the good women of this 
country? 


Mg. Pavrzr. If miſs Aſhburn- 
ham's hint ſhould be adopted, we 
may alſo endeavour to have a cargo 
of ladies from the banks of the Wolga, 
as models to the Engliſh ladies. A 
nation called the Tſchouwaſches dwell 
near one part of that river, on both 
ſides of it; and Mr. Tooke ſays, that 
among the Tſchouwaſches the huſ- 
band is maſter of the houſe; he or- 
ders every thing himſelf; and it is 
© the duty of the wife to obey with- 
© out reply: a cuſtom calculated to 
prevent domeſtic broils. Accord- 
© ingly quarrels are very uncommon 
in the families of the Tichou- 
© waſches,” 


Miss 
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Miss ASHBURNHAM. If the ladies 
of the nation of the Tſchouwaſches 
make it a cuſtom always to obey with- 
out reply, their tyrannical huſbands 
can have very little occaſion to quar- 
rel with them. But I muſt confeſs, 
that I do think this virtue of filent 
_ obedience a great acquiſition, I do 
not apprehend that I have any genius 
for it. I think I could ſooner learn 
geometry. 

Mx. Paurlzr. The ladies of the 
Eaſt underſtand the doctrine of con- 
jugal obedience much better than thoſe 
of Europe. Among the literary la- 
dies of China, one of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed was Pan-Hoei-Pan. This 
lady was ſiſter to an eminent Chineſe 
hiſtorian ; and beſides other ingenious 

works, ſhe publiſhed one upon the 


general duties of women; in which 
| | ſhe 
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ſhe particularly laboured to inculcate 
the obligations which wives were un- 
der to be implicitly obedient to their 


huſbands. 


Miss ASHBURNHAM. The doctrine 
of obedience may do very well among 


the ſimple women of the Eaſt, who | 


are ſilly enough even to be burnt on 
the dead bodies of their huſbands : 
but it is not quite ſo much to the taſte 
of Engliſn women. 


MR. PauIET. No, in England the 
ladies do not think it worth while 
even to follow their dead huſbands to 
the grave. 


Ms. BRAU CLERK. I do not think, 
Mr. Paulet, that your laſt obſervation 
is either fair or candid. It is true, 
that ladies in England do not attend 

| the 
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the funerals of their huſbands ; but ! 
take this to be merely the effect of 
faſhion; and not the reſult of any 
want of affection or regard to the me- 


mory of their deceaſed huſbands, in 
which, I believe, Engliſh women are 


not excelled by any other women in 
the world. I do not, however, con- 
ceive, that the practice of women ab- 
ſenting themſelves from the funerals 
of their huſbands, or other near rela- 
tions, 1s in any reſpect natural, how- 
ever faſhionable it may be. 


MR. BAUcLERK. The reaſon aſ- 
ſigned for this practice is, that it 
would be too much for the delicacy 
of their feelings, and that the ſhock 
would be too great, if they were to 
attend the funeral proceſſion. But 
this reaſon is very unſatisfactory to 
me. Should the grief of a woman, 

| though 
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though of the higher ranks in life, 
even become audible on ſuch an occa- 
ſion, there would be nothing unna- 
rural or diſguſting in it. But, in 
truth, I have been much more fre- 
quently ſcandalized, at the inſenſibi- 
lity and indifference which appears in 
people, ſoon after the deaths of their 
neareſt relations, than hurt by the 
greatneſs of their grief on ſuch occa- 
ſions. Wherever there is a real af- 
fection for the deceaſed, I believe 


there is a deſire to ſnew every mark of 


regard, that cuſtom, or propriety, will 
authorize. To pay the laſt tribute of 
reſpect to thoſe whom we loved when 
living, ſeems to be an inſtinctive dic- 


tate of nature. In almoſt all ages, 


and nations, women, as well as men, 
have attended the funerals of their 
neareſt relations; and I think the con- 
trary practice abſurd and unnatural. 


Mxzs. 
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Mxs. BEAUcLERK. I am perfectly, 


my dear, of your opinion; but, to 


quit this mournful ſubject, and to re- 
turn to our former topic, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that Mr. Paulet lately men- 
tioned a Chineſe lady, who was a 
zealous aſſerter of the doctrine of obe- 
dience to huſbands. He need not 
have gone ſo far as China for an in- 
ſtance of this: Engliſh ladies have 
maintained the ſame doctrine. In 
particular, the honourable Mrs. Ju- 
liana Suſannah Seymour, in her let- 
ters on © the conduct of a married 
cc life,” written to a new-married 


lady, her relation, and printed a few 


years ſince, has endeavoured to ſhew, 
that the prejudices conceived by fe- 
males againſt obedience to their huſ- 
bands, is very ill founded, and that 
ſuch ſubmiſſion is conducive to their 
intereſt and happineſs. She aſſerts, 


« That 
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« That there is a real ſuperiority in 
« the huſband.” © The laws of God | 


and man,” ſhe ſays, „ eſtabliſh 
this; and you muſt join with all 
« woman-kind in ſubſcribing to it.” 


cc 


Mrss ASHBURNHAM. On my part, 
} I beg leave to decline this ſubſcrip- 

tion. Subſcriptions have, of late, 
been much diſliked, even by the 


clergy ; and I hope to be the rather 
excuſed from that conſideration. | 


Mx. Paurzr. It would, proba- 
bly, not avail much with miſs Aſh- 
burnham, if we were to urge the au- 


thority of Moſes, or St. Paul, or St. 
Peter. 


Miss A8upuRNHaM. I greatly diſ- 
like obſolete and antiquated authori- 


ties; 
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ties; authorities, in ſhort, that can- 
not be produced in any polite circle. 


Mn. BrAuclERR. It may, per- 
haps, give you ſome pleaſure, miſs 
Aſhburnham, to be informed, that 
men do not claim authority over their 
wives in every part of the world. We 
are aſſured, that, in the Ladrone 
iſlands, the wife is abſolute miſtreſs 


of the houſe, and the huſband is not 
at liberty to diſpoſe of any thing with- 


out her permiſſion, but 1s entirely 
ſubjected to her direction and con- 
troul. | 


Miss AsHBURN HAM. In truth, it 
is ſome conſolation to find, that peo- 


ple are not deſtitute of ſenſe in every 


part of the world. I believe, I muſt 
prepare to make a voyage to the La- 
923 drone 
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drone iflands, and ſee if I can get a 
huſband there, I might think of 
Egypt, but I have heard that the peo- 


ple are not ſo wiſe there now as they 
were formerly. 


Mus. BrAuckEARk. I do not appre- 
hend, that we ſhould find our ſitua- 
tion, as women, mended, by quitting 
England for r part of the world 
whatever. 


Mx. Brauer zRk. In a great part 
of the world, miſs Aſhburnham would 
find the practice of polygamy pre- 
vails; and, in general, wherever this 
is the caſe, the women are, in fact, 
conſidered as ſlaves to the men. For, 
as a late writer has obſerved, where 
% a great number of wives and con- 
«« cubines are allowed, nothing leſs 
e than an unlimited power in the 


G cc huſband 
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cc huſband; is able to reſtrain them 
ce from the utmoſt diſorder and con- 


d ce fuſion.” . 


' Mts ASHBURNHAM. I muſt own, 
that I think a great degree of dexte- 
rity and good management muſt be 
requiſite, if ſo many wives are kept 
together! in a ſtate of peace and quiet- 
neſs, as travellers inform us are under 


one roof! in the Eaſtern harams. 


Mx. Paul zr. A Hindoo chief 
has been known to have two thouſand 
women confined within the walls of 
his haram, and appropriated to his 


pleaſure only. And thoſe women in 


Hindoſtan, who are married to men 
of inferior rank, and who are inca- 
pable of keeping many wives, are yet 
ſubjected to very ſevere reſtraints. 


They are kept in ſtrict confinement ; ' 


and, 
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and, according to the Gentoo laws, a 
married woman is not allowed even to 
laugh, while her huſband 1s abroad: 
on a journey. She is not to dreſs 
herſelf in gay apparel, nor to ſee 
dancing, or hear muſic; nor is ſhe 
to eat any dainty proviſions, or ride 
out, or ſit in the window, but to 
keep herſelf e = * r huſband's | 
return 

* 5 | 

Miss AsHBZURN HAM. I hope, what 
ever the Gentoo women do, Engliſh 
women may not only be permitted to 
laugh, but alſo to laugh at ſuch laws. 


* 1 ; . 


Ms. BravcLenkx.. I have read, 


that in the iſland of Sumatra, where 


polygamy is practiſed, a man is per- 
mitted to purchaſe as many wives as 
he pleaſes, though their number ſel- 
dom exceeds eight. But in this caſe, 
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ſome ſeparation is made between them, 
though a very ſlender one. All their 
wives live in the ſame houſe with the 
huſband, and the houſes have no par- 
tition: but every wife has the privi- 
lege of having a ſeparate fire- place. 


Mz. PauLeT. In ſome places, and 
in a few inſtances, the tables appear 
to have been turned upon the men. 
Mr. Millar informs us, that, upon 

the coaſt of Malabar, a woman is al- 
| lowed to have twelve huſbands ; but 
is not permitted to have more. 


Miss ASHBURNHAM. I apprehend 
that number to be quite ſufficient. I 
am ſomewhat afraid of having one 
huſband ; and I ſhould think it a very 


bold experiment to venture upon 
twelve. 


Mx. 
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MR. BravcLERK. As our conver- 
ſation has turned much upon the fub- 
ject of matrimony, I will take the 
liberty of making one or two ſerious 
obſervations concerning it. Polyga- 
my appears to me to be repugnant to 
the pureſt principles of reaſon and 
revelation, and not favourable to the 
happineſs of either ſex. If we com- , 
pare the married ſtate, and a ſtate of 
celibacy, I think the former to be 
greatly entitled to the preference. 
That it is a ſtate of great happineſs, 
when a man is united to a ſenſible, 
amiable, and obliging woman, I can 
affirm from experience. But where 
this is not the caſe, where there is not 
a perfect harmony, where there are 
faults, and occaſional diſagreements on 
both ſides, even then, I conceive the 
married ſtate to be in general the hap- 


G 3 pĩeſt. 


86 DIALOGUE IV. 


pieſt. Notwithſtanding all the ſar- 
caſms that may ſometimes have been 
thrown out againſt it, it is the moſt 
natural ſtate, it is the ſtate moſt fa- 
vourable to the ſocial and kind af- 
fections, it is the ſtate beſt calcu- 
lated to promote the intereſts of 


ſociety, and moſt conducive to per- 
ſonal felicity. 


Mz. . Lord Bacon, I re- 
member, was of opinion, that a ſtate 
of celibacy was particularly proper for 
the members of the holy court of in- 
quiſition. Bachelors, he thought, 
would make the beſt inquiſitors, 
: Certainly,” ſays he, © wife and chil- 
< dren are a kind of diſcipline of hu- 
c manity: and ſingle men, though 
c they be many times more charita- 
© ble, becauſe their means are leſs. 


© exhauſt ; 
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© exhauſt; yet, on the other ſide, 
© they are more cruel and hard-heart- 
ed (good to make ſevere inquiſi- 
© tors), becauſe their tenderneſs is not 
© ſo oft called upon,” 


— 
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Mr. BrxuDenNELL, MR. RaynTon, 
MR. WARHA, MR. BRUDENEL. 


JUNIOR, MRs. SHELDON, Ax Dp 
Miss BERTRAM. 


MR. BRUDENELL, 


HAD lately occaſion to ſettle a 

diſpute between a gentleman and 

his ſiſter, on a matter of property 

which was in conteſt between them ; 

and of which there was ſome danger, 

that the affair would have been finally 
litigated in the court of chancery. I 5 
conſider things of this kind as very 
ſerious evils, and eſpecially between 
ſuch near relations. I, therefore, took 
great 
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great pains to have the affair adjuſted 
in an amicable manner, and at length 


happily ſucceeded. But I muſt 
confeſs, that I met with extreme dif- 
ficulty in bringing the lady to a 
reaſonable accommodation. 


Mx. Ravxnrton. Lord Cheſterfield, 
I remember, ſays, I would much 
rather negociate the moſt difficult 
point of the jus publicum Sacri 
© Romani Imperii with the whole diet 
of Ratiſbon, than negociate any 
point with any woman.” 


Mus. SyzLpon, I hope, fir, you 
do not implicitly adopt all the ideas of 
that nobleman reſpecting women. 


Mx. Raynron, No, madam, I 
certainly do not: but one cannot help 
paying ſome attention to the remarks. 

8 of 
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of ſo acute an obſerver of human 


nature, on ſo intereſting a ſubject as 
that of the ladies. 


Mus. SyeLDon. If the remarks of 
lord Cheſterfield are ſometimes acute, 


I believe, ſir, it muſt alſo be allowed, 


that they are ſometimes very ſuper- 
ficial. 


MR. BRUDENITLII. Lord Cheſter- 
field's ideas concerning the fair ſex 


were certainly not very favourable, 
though he was ſufficiently ready to 
careſs and flatter them. He ſeems to 
have thought them not entitled to 
ſincerity, and adviſes his ſon care- 
fully to conceal his real ſentiments 
concerning them. It is manifeſt, that 
he thought very meanly of the rea- 
ſoning powers of women. There are 
ſeveral paſſages in his letters from 


which 


— 
— — 
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* 


which this appears. In one place, I 
remember, he ſays, Women are only 
© children of a larger growth; they 
© have an entertaining tattle, and 
© ſometimes, wit; but for ſolid, rea- 
: ſoning good ſenſe, I never in my 
© life knew one that had it, or who 
© reaſoned or acted conſequentially. for 
© four-and-twenty hours together.” 
He alſo ſays, that © a man of ſenſe 
only trifles with them, plays with 
© them, humours and flatters them, 
© as he does with a ſprightly, forward 
© child; but he neither conſults with 
© them about, nor truſts them with, 
« ſerious matters, though he often 
© makes. them believe that he does 


9 both. i 


MR. WaRHAM. Dr. Warburton, 
the late biſhop of Glouceſter, ſeems 
to have entertained ideas of the rea- 

| ſoning 
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ſoning powers of women, not very 
different from thoſe of lord Cheſter- 
field. For he ſays, in his notes to 
Pope's Eſſay on the Characters of 
Women, that „ one of the rareſt 
ee things in all nature is a reaſonable 
«© woman.” And I muſt confeſs, 
that, ſo far as my experience goes, I 
have not met with many ladies, who 
were entitled to much commendation 


for their powers of ratiocination. 


Mas. SyeL.bon. All your female 
acquaintance, Mr. Warham, well 
know, that you are not in the leaſt 
addicted to paying compliments to 
the ladies. You are, however, in 
this reſpect to be preferred to lord 
Cheſterfield, that if you do not think 
well of the women, you do not pre- 
tend to do it. If they have equal 
reaſon to be offended with you for 

your 
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your ſentiments concerning them, they 
have not equal reaſon to mg you 1 
with want of ſincerity. 


| Miss "TROY Lord Cheſterfield 4 
would, perhaps, have had a better 
opinion of women, if he had not been, 
as may be preſumed from the licen- 
tiouſneſs of ſome of his maxims, too 
much acquainted with ſuch women as 
reflect no honour on their ſex. But 
all women ought not to be judg ged of 
—_ ſuch a ſtandard. 


Mz: 1 Lord Cheſterfield, 1 

_ madam, had certainly opportunities 

E of being acquainted with women of 

N every claſs. A 
FR: Mx. BRUDENELL junior. If lord if 
Cheſterfield affociated himſelf with | þ 
women of every claſs, it muſt have E 

| 2 been 5 

* E 
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been very hard if he met with no 
2 reaſonable women; and if he met 
i with any, he ſhould not have paſſed 
ſo indiſcriminate a cenſure. FP 


+ 
8 


Mk. RaynTon, | That man muſt; 5 85 
indeed have been extremely unfortu- 
nate in his female acquaintance, WhO 
has never met with one reaſonable 
woman. It is certain, not only that 
there are reaſonable women, but that 


ſome ladies have diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by their reaſoning powers even 
as authors, and upon Very: abſtruſe 


ſubjects. 21 Fae 1 1 4 
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- Mr. ü As lord Cheſter- 
field has . a very unfavourable | 
character of the female ſex, fo it may 
be remarked, that his ideas of human 


nature in general were not of the 
moſt advantageous kind. Some of 
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the inſtructions that he has given to 
his ſon, alſo ſufficiently prove, that 
as his own conduct had been ſome- 
times licentious, ſo he was not in the 
leaſt deſirous that his ſon ſhould be 
diſtinguiſned by the purity of his 
morals, provided he kept within thoſe 
decorums, which he thought ſuitable 


to the character of a man of faſhion. 


Miss BERTRAM. I remember that 
lord Cheſterfield, notwithſtanding the 
humiliating notions which he had 
formed of our ſex, tells his ſon, that 
cc. it is abſolutely neceſſary to manage, 
« pleaſe, and flatter” us. Now I 
think, that if we could read the 


hearts of ſuch deceitful men, nothing 
would be more provoking, than to 


ſee ourſelves accoſted with all the ex- 
terior of politeneſs, and in terms of 
the moſt profound. reſpect, by men 


who 


Par 
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who inwardly deſpiſe us, and who 
make no ſcruple of expreſſing their 
contempt, among ſuch of their com- 
panions with whom they converſe 
freely. 


Mus. SxeLpon. I am perfectly of 
your opinion, Miſs Bertram; and, 
therefore, as I diſlike the groſs flattery 
that I ſometimes meet with, I am 
inclined to attend with the more good 
humour to thoſe gentlemen, who are 
ſomewhat free in their ſtrictures upon 


our ſex, and whoſe converſation is 


more characterized by ſincerity than 
by politeneſs. 


Ms. RaynTon. I do not appre- 
hend, madam, that there is any true 
politeneſs in the violation of ſincerity. 
Politeneſs may, and does require, 
that we ſhould expreſs our ſentiments 

H 2 of 


E A - -y — 


— 
— 


100 a DIALOGUE V. 


of others, if we expreſs them at all, 
in ſuch terms as are the leaſt likely to 
give them offence; but by no means 
requires, that we ſhould make a de- 
claration of ſentiments that we do not 


keel. 


* 5 ”- 7 * 
ay 88 * 


Ke Mx. apa.) 'T think 

e right to ſpeak what we think, 
and never to | deviate from truth; 
whatever may be thought of our 


politeneſs. ' As to reaſonable women, 
I do not abſolutely affirm, that they 


are nowhere to be found; but they did 


not, it ſeems, fall in lord Cheſter- 
field's way; nor can I aſſert, that J 
have very W had the 1 


of their OO 
Jian. Wort 6 

Ma. BRUDENELL. The very ſame 
men have ſometimes expreſſed the 
moſt oppoſite ſentiments concerning 


+ — x — 5 the 


che · fair ſex; and at different periods, 
and in different countries, women have 
been variouſly treated but ĩt may be 


obſerved, in honour of the female ſex, 
that they have met with the kindeſt 
and moſt reſpectful treatment in the 


moſt poliſhed nations. In -ſavage 


countries, they have been expoſed to 
much tyranny, oppreſſion, and indig- 
nity; but where a great degree of 


civilization has prevailed, the women 


have generally been treated with ten- 
derneſs and regard. 
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Mx. WARHAM. I am afraid, that 


in ſome countries, becauſe they would 


not be thought unciviliſed, or unpo- 
liſhed, the men have gone into the 
contrary extreme; and treated the 
women with a degree of reſpect, that 


has only tended to render them inſolent 
and intractable. 
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Mn. BrRuDeNneLL junior. What a 


Gothic idea was that! I wonder, 


Mr. Warham, that you ſhould venture 


to ſtart ſuch a notion in the company 
of ladies. 


Mx. Warnam. It may ſound like 
a Gothic idea in your polite ears, 


young gentleman: but, perhaps, 
when you have been married ſeven 


years, it may not ſound quite ſo 
Gothic, | 


Mas. SHELDon. It ſeems to me, 
that in times which, compared with 


the preſent, may be called Gothic, in 
the ages of chivalry, the ladies were 


treated with ſuch a degree of reſpect, 


as ſhews that period of all others to 


have been the moſt favourable to the 
intereſts of our ſex. At that time the 


moſt accompliſhed knights were ready 
to 
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4 to encounter every hazard, in order to 
f maintain the unrivalled beauty and 
4 virtue of their miſtreſſes. A courteous 
knight was always the humble and 
ſubmiſſive ſervant of the lady who was 
the object of his love and admiration. 
And the ſentimental attachment, 
which theſe gallant lovers invariably 
profeſſed for their miſtreſſes, and the 
regard which they avowed for the 
ladies in general, muſt have had a 
great tendency to procure to our ſex 


the moſt polite and reſpectful treat- 
ment. 


Mx. WARHA. The knights of 

3 the time you ſpeak of, madam, were 

| certainly ſufficiently complaiſant to 
4 their miſtreſſes. But the ladies of 
q that age, it ſeems, wanted protectors, 

I ſometimes meet with ladies dreſſed 

Y in ſuch a maſculine ſtyle, in habits 
4 H 4 which 
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which they call riding dreſſes, that 
one might almoſt take them for knights- 
errant. Such ladies can hardly have 
any occaſion for protectors. Indeed, 
they appear in every public place with 
a degree of confidence, that ſhews 
they are not very eaſily to be abaſhed. 
Some of them are alſo well acquainted 
with the management of horſes, and 
ſeem. not ill qualified for the offices of 
coachmen or poſtilions, or to make a 
capital figure at Newmarket. 

Ms. SnELDONW. I acknowledge, 
that whatever is moſt natural is moſt 
graceful; and that a woman makes a 
more pleaſing and amiable appearance, 
engaged in domeſtic duties, in attending 
to the education of her children, and 
to the concerns of her family, than in 
rough and maſculine exerciſes of any 
kind. Nor does it ſeem natural to 
me 
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me to ſee a woman even driving a 
phaeton. 1 


Mz. WaRHAM. I admit, that it is 
unreaſonable, and indefenſible, to 
lock women up, as was done among 
many of the ancients, and as is ſtill 
done in the Eaſt; but, perhaps, the 5 ml 
facility and promptitude, with which ; 
women now viſit all places of public 

reſort, is equally improper, © and 

equally cenſurable. 3 


Miss BERTRA. Some of our moſt 
eminent poets have diſcovered a ſtrong 
propenſity, like Mr. Warham, to be 
ſatirical upon the female ſex. But I 2 
think they have not only been ſatirical, 
but ſometimes very unjuſt. Mr. 

Pope, I remember, ſays, that 


* Men, ſome to bus'neſs, ſome to pleaſure 
take; 

But ev'ry woman is at heart a rake: 

44.2 6 Men, 
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* Men, ſome to quiet, ſome to public ftrife ; 
© But ev'ry lady would be queen for life.” 


Is this a fair or juſſ repreſentation of 
our ſex? 


Mx. Brvbenzt:, It certainly is 
not, miſs Bertram. If the female ſex 
ſometimes exhibit foibles and frailties, 
they alſo frequently diſplay many vir- 
tues and excellencies. It is extremely 
unjuſt to repreſent them as univerſally 
actuated by the love of pleaſure and of 
dominion. There are many of them 
who are chiefly diſtinguiſhed by the 
mild and gentle virtues; and who, in 
the ſhade of privacy and retirement, 
practiſe, in the moſt exemplary man- 
ner, thoſe duties which render their 
{ex moſt eſtimable and moſt amiable. 
The tender ſolicitude, and the long 
continued and patient aſſiduity, with 
which many of them attend the ſick 
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beds of their huſbands, or other rela- 
tives, exhibit the goodneſs of their 
hearts, and the excellency of their diſ- 
poſitions, in the moſt engaging light. 
It is in ſuch ſcenes as theſe that female 
virtue is moſt advantageouſly diſ- 
played; and the fidelity and invari- 
able attachment of many to their huſ- 
bands, and the warmth and affection 
with which they perform the duties of 
wives and mothers, muſt give them 
the juſteſt claim to our regard and 
eſteem. 
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Mx. MorpDaunT, MR. DARLINGTON, 
MR. STOUuRTON, Ms. STOURTON, 
and Miss MorpaunT. 


Mr. MorDAUNT. 


N a viſit laſt week, at the houſe 
of Sir Charles Somerville, I 
met with Mrs. Alſager, who has been 
married about a year, and with whom 


| 1 was formerly acquainted ; but I was 


much offended at the hauteur which 
appeared in her manner, and the airs 
of conſequence that ſhe aſſumed, 
Her huſband, who is a man of ſome 
fortune, and who has lately been 
brought into parliament, was with 
her; but he ſeemed to be of much 

leſs 


12 DIALOGUE VI. 


leſs importance than his lady ; and, 1 
hope, -will make a better figure in the 
houſe of commons, than he does in 
the company of his wife. 

MR. DARLINGTON: I do not know 
Mr. Alſager; but I have heard his 
wife ſpoken of as a proud woman. 


Ms. STOURTON. Scarcely any thing 
is more offenſive in a lady, than an 
air of pride and haughtineſs; and yet 
I know ſeveral women who affect this, 


beſides Mrs. Alſager, from an idea 


that it makes them appear more im- 
portant, and will contribute to pro- 


cure them more reſpect. But they are 


greatly miſtaken, if they hope to make 
a favourable impreſſion on the men by 
ſuch a demeanour. It is by mildneſs 
and by gentleneſs, by ſweetneſs of 
tones, and an | engaging addreſs, that 
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we are the moſt powerfully attracted. 
We can aſſume as much pride and 
haughtineſs as. themſelves; but we 


cannot equal them in mildneſs, and 
gentleneſs, and ſweetneſs of manners : 
and it is by adopting theſe that they 


will obtain the moſt powerful and laſt- 
ing aſcendency over us. 


Mas. STovRTON., I wonder not at 
the pride and vanity of many women, 
when I conſider their mode of educa- 
tion. When girls, without having 
had infuſed into their minds any va- 
luable knowledge, are taught little 
elſe but to dance, to dreſs, and to 
play at cards, and are led to conceive 
themſelves to be of importance, merely 
on account of their rank, or their for- 
tune; can it be wondered at that they 
ſhould become ſhallow triflers, empty, 
vain, and conceited? They are not 


I even 
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even taught the true principles of po- 
liteneſs. I know ſeveral women, who 
fancy themſelves fine ladies, and who 
have learned to give themſelves airs, 
but who frequently ſhew, that they do 
not really underſtand the common 
rules of good manners. 


Mx. Srou grow. A want of po- 
liteneſs in a lady is much more offen- 
ſive than in a man. In a male cha- 
racer, in which there may be a con- 
ſiderable degree of roughneſs, and 
impoliteneſs, and want of urbanity, 
ſome compenſation may be found in 
the perſon being poſſeſſed of the hardy 
and the manly virtues. But a rude 
and arrogant woman can have nothing 
to atone far the want of the mild and 
gentle virtues. If ſhe has not theſe, 


as a woman, ſhe never can be ami- 
ans... - 


Miss 
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Miss MorpaunT. I ſpent, ſome 
time ſince, about a fortnight with my 
aunt, at the ſeat of Mr. Beckington, 
which is a very agreeable rural retire- 
ment. But our pleaſure was much 
leſſened by the frequent ſtarts of paſ- 
ſion in Mrs. Beckington, and by the 
many fits of ill-humour which occur- 
red during our ſtay there. She has 
not any remarkable weakneſs of un- 
derſtanding, nor has ſhe a bad heart; 
but ſhe has the misfortune to be very 
often out of temper. She is frequently 
troubleſome to her huſband, to her 
gueſts, to her ſervants, and to all 
about her, 


Mx. MoxpaunT. Peeviſhneſs, per- 
verſeneſs, or ill-temper, do ſo deform 
the female face, and ſo obliterate fe- 
male graces, that every lady ſhould 
be ſolicitous not to give any admiſſion 

12 to 
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to theſe unfriendly gueſts. If they 
wiſh either to be eſteemed, or be- 
loved, they cannot take too much 
pains to avoid them. For gentleneſs 
of temper, tenderneſs of diſpoſition, 
and politeneſs and delicacy of man- 
ners, ſeem indiſpenſable requiſites in 
the formation of a truly pleaſing and 
amiable woman. 


Miss Moxpaunt. Mr. Becking- 
ton ſometimes takes the liberty to find 
fault with his wife's conduct; but 
that generally puts her in a rage; for 


ſhe cannot bear to be found fault with, 
or to be inſtructed. 


Mxs. STOURTON. I think that a 


woman who is above being inſtrn&ted 


by her huſband, if he be a man of | 
fenſe, muſt be eminently conceited. 


Mx. 
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Mz. STourTon, Meekneſs and 


gentleneſs of diſpoſition ſeem to be 


the proper characteriſtics of women, 
when they are what they ought to be. 
Even among the inferior animals, the 
females are obſerved to be the moſt 
gentle. It is remarked by Ariſtotle, 
that of all the different ſpecies of ani- 
mals, the females have in them much 
more gentleneſs than the males, and 
are tamed with greater eaſe, He 


makes, indeed, an exception, with 


reſpect to female panthers, and female 
bears, both of whom, he ſays, are 


equally ſtrong and fierce with the 
males. 


Miss MoxpaunT. I have met with 
ſeveral ladies, who, on ſome occaſions, 
have exhibited ſo much rage and fury, 
that if the gentlemen who were con- 
nected with them, from remembering 


13 the 


. 
My 


— 


— A 
— — 
— — 


— 22 — — 
- —_——— — — 


—. EE En 
E „ ow, 7s l 


- ——_ _ _ - © 4 
e DDD , 
— 


—— - _ 
2 — <—_—_ 


3 
. 
f 
$1 
\ 
1 
19 
» 
55 
_ 
iv 
448 
N 


— — 
— ay 


118 DIALOGUE: VI. 


the obſervation of Ariſtotle, had com- 
pared them to female panthers, and 
female bears, I think they would have 
had very little reaſon to complain. 


Mx. Moxpaunt, We have con- 
verſed, it muſt be confeſſed, with 
much freedom, on the faults of wo- 
men, conſidering that we have ladies 
in our company. But I know that 
Mrs. Stourton, and my couſin, Miſs 
Mordaunt, are both of them ladies of 
good ſenſe; and women of this cha- 
racter can bear a freedom of converſa- 
tion, reſpecting the foibles of their 
ſex, which would give great offence 
to weak and trifling women. 


Mx. DaRLINOGTON. I think we are 
too apt to flatter the ladies, and that 
this is by no means an evidence of 
real kindneſs. More truth and ſin- 
Hh, cerity 
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eerity would be a better evidence of 
genuine regard, 


Mz. MorpaunT. Dr. Johnſon in- 
timates, that it was an injury to Swift, 
in ſome of his latter years, that he was 
ſo much flattered; and it is generally 
underſtood, that flattery is extremely 
pernicious to princes. It is, there- 
fore, not very probable, that it can 
be beneficial to the ladies, 


Mas. STouRTON, I can truly ſay 
for myſelf, that I am not inclined to 
give the preference to thoſe men, who 
deal much in profuſe flattery. I ne- 
ver conſider thoſe as the beſt friends 
of women, who on every occaſion are 
accuſtomed to compliment and: flatter 
them. Thoſe men are certainly much 
more entitled to our eſteem, who, at 
the ſame time that they are ready to 
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acknowledge our real excellencies, are. 


alſo ready, with candour and good 
temper, to point out our errors and 
defects, and to ſhew us how we may 
correct and amend them, and thereby 
become more excellent and amiable. 


Miss MoxpaunT. If on our late 
viſit to Mrs. Beckington, I was ſome- 
what diſſatisfied with that lady, I met 
with another in her neighbourhood, 


and with whom ſhe was acquainted, 


with whom I was much pleaſed. This 
was Mrs. Stanmore, whoſe whole de- 
portment was mild and gentle, and 
whoſe good-nature was ſtrongly paint- 
ed on her countenance, Mrs. Beck- 
ington ſometimes reminded me of 
Mr. Hayley's forill Vixen; but Mrs. 
Stanmore is a character directly the 


reverſe. She has a temper calculated. 


to render all about her happy; ſhe 


readily 
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teadily gives pp her own inclinations, 
when they are inconſiſtent with the 
ſatisfactions and enjoyments of others; 
and in her diſpoſition is uniformly 
exhibited mildneſs, gentleneſs, and 
good-humour. 


MR. Srougrov. Our celebrated 
poet, Mx. HayLty, has written his 
Txluurns or TEMPER with a parti- 
cular reference to the ladies, and with 
a view to © delineate the engaging 
ce features of female excellence: and 
his great admonition to his fair read- 
ers is, BE GENTLE, AND BE BLEST, 


Mz. Morpaunt, Mr. Havtty 
is entitled to high commendation, not 
only for his fine poetical talents, but 
for the uſe he has made of them, for 
the attachment he has ſhewn to the 
intereſts of public freedom, and for 


his 
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his zeal in the cauſe of truth and 
virtue. 


% 


MR. DARLING TON. The ladies are 


under conſiderable obligations to Mr. 
Hayley, for the pains which he has 
taken to promote their intereſt, by 
inculcating upon them the mild and 
gentle virtues, and for the elegance 
with which he has exhibited female 
excellence. So neceſſary, indeed, are 
courteous manners, and mildneſs of 
deportment, to render women truly 
amiable, that diſtinguiſhed beauties 
have not been able to preſerve the 
attachment of their admirers nearly 
ſo long, as women, who with per- 
ſonal accompliſhments greatly infe- 
rior, have poſſeſſed a ſolicitude to 


oblige, and who have laboured to 


render themſelves pleaſing by the ſoft- 
neſs and gentleneſs of their manners. 
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ON LADIES WHO HAVE DISTINGUISHED 
THEMSELVES BY THEIR LITERARY 
TALENTS. 
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Ma. BENTHAu, Mr. RavyMonp, 
Mus. JERMYN, AND Miss GR EAV ES. 


Mxrs. JERMYN, 


HAVE been employed, for ſome 

time paſt, in reading the comedies 
of Terence, in the tranſlation of 
madame Dacier; and I have been 
much entertained with them; though 
I think them leſs diverting than moſt 
of our Engliſh comedies. 


7 Mx. BenTHam. Madame Dacier's 
| tranſlation of Terence has great 
4Y merit; but I am notwithſtanding of 
3 that you might have read 

| Terence 
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Terence with greater advantage, in 
Mr. Colman's Engliſh tranſlation. 


Mxs. Jexmyn. I ſuppoſe I might, 
ſir; but J was willing, at the ſame 
time, to acquire ſome knowledge of 
Terence, and' to improve myſelf in 
the French language. As I could not 
read the plays of Terence in the ori- 
ginal, I thought it of no great conſe- 
quence in what language the tranſla- 
tion was. 


Miss Greaves. TIT imagine that 
madame Dac ix acquired more learn- 
ing than almoſt any other of our ſex. 


Mx. Bentham. Madame Dacitr 
did, indeed, poſſeſs a large ſtock of 
literature. To conſiderable genius 


ſhe united great application; and-ſhe 


had the advantage of a very learned 
father, 
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| father, and of a very learned huſband. 
lt was a ſingularity in her father, 
# Tanneguy le Fevre, that though a 
hard, and almoſt indefatigable ſtudent, 
he was remarkable for the expenſive- 
neſs and the elegance of his dreſs; 
X Her huſband, monſ. Dacier, was the 
favourite pupil of her father; and ſhe 
became acquainted with him when he 
was under her father's care. They 
conceived an affection for each other, 
which was much increaſed by the 
ſimilarity of their taſte, and their 
mutual love of literature. Before 
their marriage, their learning and 
abilities were ſo well known, that 
they were choſen two of the editors, 
who were appointed to publiſh thoſe 
editions of the claſſics, which were 
printed for the uſe of the Dauphin. 
He publiſhed an edition of Po:npeius 
2X Feſtus; and ſhe publiſhed editions of 


Florus, 
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Florus, Eutropius, and Sextus Aure: 
hus Victor. 
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Mus. Jzxmyn. I have read ma- 


which I underſtand to be her moſt 
celebrated performance; but I believe 


ſhe publiſhed other works, beſides her 
Terence, and thoſe which you have 


mentioned. 


Mx. BENTRHAu. She did, * 


She publiſhed an edition of Callima- 


chus, and a tranſlation of the poems 


dame Dacier's tranſlation of Homer, 


of Anacreon and Sappho, and of 
three plays of Plautus, and the Plutus 
and Clouds of Ariſtophanes; together 


with two pieces in defence of Homer, 
againſt monſ. La Mothe and father 


Hardouin. Her huſband's edition 


and tranſlation of Horace have been 


repeatedly printed, and much ap- 


2 plauded. 
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plauded. He alſo tranſlated Plu- 
tarch's Lives, the Poetics of Ariſtotle, 
the Enchiridion of Epictetus, the 
Meditations of Marcus Antoninus, and 
the works of Hippocrates; and likewiſe 
publiſhed an abridgment of the works 
of Plato, and ſeveral other learned 
works. Monſ. and madame Dacier 
lived together thirty-ſeven years. 


Ma. Raymond. Of the French 
female authors, I have been particu- 
larly pleaſed with the writings of we. 
marchioneſs Dx Lanrenr. Her 
advice to her ſon and to her daughter, 
abounds with ſentiments of virtue, 
great good ſenſe, and much knowledge 
of life and manners. 


Mx. BENTHAM. The marchioneſs 
De Lambert appears, indeed, to have 
K been 
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been a moſt excellent and amiable 
woman. Her houſe was much reſorted 
to by men of letters, ſhe was greatly 
beloved and eſteemed, and died at 
Paris, in a very advanced age, uni- 


verſally regretted. 


Miss GREAVES. I have never read 
the writings of that lady ; but, from 
the character you give them, I ſhall 


take the firſt — of peruſing 
them. 


Mx. BEN THA. France has pro- 
duced a number of ladies eminent for 
their literary talents. Beſides madame 
DaclEx and the marchioneſs DE LAu- 
BERT, the French boaſt, and juſtly 
boaſt, of their mademoiſelle pz Scu- 
ptR1, counteſs DR La FA VET TE, mar- 
chioneſs DE Stvicns, ducheſs of Ne- 


MOURS, 
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Nruouns, counteſs D'AulLxov, ma- 
dame DER HoulIEkRES, marchioneſs 
DE BRETEUIL, and various others. 


Mx. Raymond. Of the French 
literary ladies of the preſent age, 
madame R1ccoBon1 has diſtinguiſhed 
herſelf; as has alſo madame DR Bo- 
CAGE, by her agreeable travels, and 
other productions. Madame Dx BRau- 
MONT has alſo publiſhed ſome valuable 
pieces for forming the minds of youth. 
But I am particularly pleaſed with the 
works of the counteſs De GenLis. I 
ſhould think it worth while to go to 
Paris on purpoſe, for the pleaſure of 
converſing with this amiable writer. 


Mx. BexnTHam. It is a ſingularity 
in ſome of the French literary ladies, 
that they have ſhewn a remarkable 
propenſity for drawing their own cha- 

K 2 raters ; 
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racters; and have ſeemed, as might 
be expected, much diſpoſed to give 
very flattering likeneſſes. The coun- 
teſs DE BREOVY, one of their authors, 
who has drawn ſuch a portrait of her- 
ſelf, has obſerved, that her perſon was 
neither too large, nor too ſmall, and 
perfectly well proportioned; and that 
the was one of the fineſt women of her 
ze. Her hair, ſhe ſaid, was brown 
and gloſſy, her complexion perfectly 
agreeable, and all her features regu- 
lar. Her noſe was of the moſt pleaſ- 
ing turn, and her mouth, though none 
of the ſmalleſt, was yet extremely 
agreeable, Her eyes were very fine, 
ſparkling, and brilliant ; and her teeth 
the fineſt in the world. Her neck was 
beautiful, and her air lively and de- 
licate. Her underſtanding was pene- 
trating and ſolid; and ſhe was per- 
ſuaded, that there was a great ſimili- 


tude 
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rude between her mind and her per- 
ſon. Such 1s the repreſentation which 
the counteſs De Bregy has given of 
herſelf. Mademoiſelle De Monpen- 
fier alſo drew her own character, but 
not quite in ſo flattering a ſtyle. 


Miss Greaves. I find then, that 
the ladies of France have ſome ſenſe 


of their own merits, as well as the la- 
dies of England. 


Ms. JexMyN. You have men- 
tioned a variety of French female au- 
thors, but I hope you have not entirely 
forgotten, that England has likewiſe 
been adorned by female authors, and 
of no inconſiderable merit. | 


Mz. BexTHam. No, madam : 1 
am far from being inſenſible of the 
merit of the female authors of my own 


K 3 country. 
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country. England has certainly pro- 
duced, 'and eſpecially in the preſent 
age, ladies who have been juſtly diſ- 
tinguiſhed for their literary accom- 
pliſhments, their knowledge, their fine 
taſte, the good ſenſe, and the elegance 
of their compoſitions. 


Mrss-GREAVES. I have been told, 
that one of the moſt voluminous fe- 
male authors of this country was the 
ducheſs of Newcaſtle, ſecond wife to 
William Cavendiſh, duke of New- 
caſtle, who was general to king Charles 
the firſt, 


Mn. BENTHAM. She was, madam. 
Mr. Granger has remarked, that “ if 
<« her merit as an author were to be 
<< eſtimated from the quantity of her 
« works, ſhe would have the prece- 
« dence of all female writers, ancient 
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« or modern.” She publiſhed ten 
volumes in folio, conſiſting of plays, 
poems, letters, orations, philoſophi- 
cal difquiſitions, and other pieces, 
Her capital work is her life of her 
huſband, which ſhe dedicated to him, 


and to king Charles the ſecond. 


MR. Raymond. Few men have had 
the good fortune of the duke of New- 
caſtle, to have their lives publiſhed in 
folio, during their life-time, written 
by their wives, and dedicated to them- 
ſelves. His grace, I remember, was 
alſo an author himſelf; and his trea- 
tiſe on horſemanſhip, which has been 
eſteemed a capital work of its kind, 
has, I ſuppoſe, been much more read 
than any of his wife's performances. 
He alſo wrote plays, and the ducheſs 
lays, © he was the beſt lyric and dra- 
* matic poet of his age.” But that 


K 4 opinion 
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opinion was never adopted by any 
body elſe. 


MR. BENTHAM. The ducheſs in- 
forms her readers, that © it pleaſed 
ee God to command his ſervant nature 
te to endue her with a poetical and 
« philoſophical genius, even from-her 
F birth.” Accordingly, ſhe wrote 
« ſome books in that kind,” before 
ſhe was twelve years of age. But 
theſe productions ſhe prudently kept 
to herſelf; and, though ſhe had writ- 
ten philoſophy ſo early, yet it appears 
that long after ſhe had read none. 


For at near forty years of age, ſhe 


ſays, ſhe applied to the reading of 
philoſophic authors, © in order to 
ee learn the terms of art.” After ſhe 
had once written her works, ſhe never 
read them, leſt ſhe ſhould thereby 
<« diſturb her following conceptions.” 

| She 
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She kept a number of young ladies 
about her perſon, who occaſionally 
wrote what ſhe diftated, Some of 
them ſlept in a room contiguous to 
that in which her grace lay ; and were 
ready, at the call of her bell, to riſe 
any hour of the night, to write down 
her conceptions, leſt they ſhould eſ- 
cape her memory. 


Mas. JEzRMYN. I think ſeveral 
writers have ſeemed diſpoſed to ſpeak 
ſomewhat contemptuouſly of the 
ducheſs ; but, from what I have read 
relative to her, I am led to conclude, 
tlat ſhe was a very well-intentioned 
lady; and, if not a good writer, a 
very good wife. 


MR. BENTHAM. Your ideas con- 
cerning her, madam, are perfectly 
juſt. In her conduct, ſhe appears to 
| have 
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have been ſtrictly pious and virtuous; a2 
and Mr. George Ballard ſays, that ſhe fie 
was © a perfect pattern of conjugal Ml bi 
ce love and duty.” 4 
u 

Ms. Raymond. I think that one P 
of our moſt ingenious female writers, 8 
as well as one of the moſt amiable wo- Ml |! 
men who ever lived, was Mrs. EL I- MR 


ZABETH ROWE. W' 


Mz. BENTHAM. I entirely concur MR | 
with you in opinion, fir, reſpecting WM 
(| that lady. Her intellectual and her | 
moral excellence were equally conſpi- 
ll cuous. Her poems have great merit; 
and her letters from the dead to the 
living, and letters moral and enter- 
taining, are a very pleaſing work, and 
| abound with the moſt elevated ſenti- 
| ments of piety and virtue, As to her 
| perſonal character, her piety was ardent, 
1 : | and 
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W 2nd her virtue exemplary. Her bene- 
fcence and generoſity had no bounds, 
but thoſe of her fortune. She conſe- 
crated half her income to charitable 
W uſes; and employed her own hands in 
| providing clothing for the neceſſitous. 


She had a ſiſter who was alſo fond of 


W literature; and they are ſaid to have 


frequently ſtudied together till mid- 
night. Her ſiſter died in her twen- 
tieth year, Her huſband, Mr. Tho- 
mas Rowe, who was a very worthy 
and excellent man, lived but five 
years after their marriage. She ſur- 
vived him twenty years; but ſuch was 
her affection for his memory, that ſhe 
ſhed tears at the mention of his name, 
but a ſhort time before her death. 


Miss Greaves. I have heard, that 
Mrs, Rowe was ignorant of every po- 
lite 
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lite and faſhionable game; and tha 


{he never ſaw a court. 


1 fi 
Ms. BenTHam. That is the ac- 
count given by her biographers, and 
appears to be the truth. Though her M 
merit had introduced her to the know- 
ledge and acquaintance of many per- 8 
ſons of rank, ſhe had but little reliſn 
for faſhionable life. She was much 
attached to privacy and retirement, 
and delighted in no converſation but 
what was rational, and conſonant to 
the dictates of piety and virtue. As 
ſhe was much diſtinguiſhed by. her 
poetical talents, ſo ſhe was very fond 
of muſic and painting, and attained 
to ſome proficiency in the latter. In 
converſation ſhe ſpoke with graceful- W 
neſs, and her voice was extremely 
ſweet and harmonious. Her counte- 
nance 
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W nance was very pleaſing, and expreſ- 
& ve of the gentleneſs and benevolence 
© of her diſpoſition. 


Mus. JeRMyN. I have been much 


W pleaſed with reading the letters and 
other writings of Mrs. CockBuRn, 
& who, from the goodneſs of her heart, 
the ſtrength of her underſtanding, and 


her literary acquiſitions under great 
diſadvantages, ſeems to me to have 


35 been a real ornament and honour to 
our ſex. 


Ma. BENXTHA. She undoubtedly 


vas, madam; and ſhe well deſerved 
o have been placed in a more advan- 
WF cageous ſituation. She diſtinguiſhed 
herſelf in theology and morals, and as 
Ja dramatic and poetic writer. She 
̃ vrote a tragedy, which was acted with 
Wh 2pplauſe, at the theatre-royal, in her 


/ 


2 ſeven- 
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ſeventeenth year. Her poetical talent; W 
were applauded by Hughes, by Far : 

quhar, and by Congreve. Her con- 
troverſy with Dr. Rutherforth, and 
her correſpondence with archdeacon 
Sharp, exhibit, in a very advantage- 
ous light, her metaphyſical abilities, | 
But with an underſtanding that would 
have adorned the higheſt ſtation, ſhe 
was compelled to paſs a great part of 
her time in the humbleſt female em- 
ployments, for the accommodation of 
the wants of her family. 


Mas. Jermyn. It grieves one to 
find, from one of Mrs. Cockburn's 
letters, that the finances of this ex- 
cellent woman and her huſband were 
at one time ſo low, that they could 
not conveniently afford to purchaſe 
even ſo cheap a compilation as the 
Gentleman's Magazine, b 


Mz. E 
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Mx. RaymonD. She ſeems to have 
been very cenſurably neglected by 
thoſe few perſons in high ſtation to 
whom ſhe was known, and who might 


eaſily have amended her ſituation. To 
'l a mind like her's, opulence could not 
"WH have been neceſſary to happineſs ; but 
g her circumſtances were ſo narrow, that 
0 : ſhe wanted, if not the neceſſaries, at 
"WH leaſt the conveniences of life. In ge- 
f neral, however, ſhe endured the in- 
"WH conveniencies of her ſituation with 
0 great patience and fortitude: but, 
= when ſhe was obliged to reſide at 
| Aberdeen, ſhe patherically lamented 
f | her baniſhment from the “ pleaſing 
1 | ce ſtreams and ſhades of England.” 
"1 Miss GREAvEs. There are more 
y F female authors in England at preſent, 
Ti believe, than at any former period. 
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Ma. BenTHam. There are, ma- 


dam; and ſome of them are of very 3} 


diſtinguiſhed merit. 


Mr. Ravmonp. Of our preſent 
female writers, Mrs. MonTacve is 
deſervedly in very high eſtimation. 
That lady has acquired great reputa- 


tion by the ſpirit, force, and elegance, 


with which ſhe has defended our im- 


mortal SHAKESPEARE; and by the 


found criticiſm with which ſhe has ſo 


ſucceſsfully repelled the abſurd at- 


tacks of Voltaire. 


MR. BENTHAu. It was formerly 
ſtated as one of the deficiencies of 
Engliſh literature, that this country 
has produced no good writers in the 


| hiſtoric line. That charge, however, 


cannot now be brought againſt us. 
We have "oe had ſeveral hiſtorical 
writers 
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writers of the moſt indiſputable me- 
rit. Among others, we have a female 
hiſtorian, whoſe productions are diſ- 
tinguiſhed by an ardent love of li- 
berty, and by a mode of thinking that 
is juſt, maſculine, and nervous. The 
hiſtorical works of Mrs. MacavLav 
GRAHAM Will tranſmit her name to 
future ages; and ſhe is alſo entitled to 
applauſe for her political and meta- 
phyſical performances. 


MR. RAVMOND. Another of our 
preſent female writers, in a different 
line, is alſo poſſeſſed of a degree of 
merit, that gives her a juſt claim to 
eſteem and admiration. I mean Mrs. 
BaRBAULD; Whoſe poetical perform- 
ances have been deſervedly celebrated, 
and whoſe proſe writings have diſtin- 
guiſhed excellence. She is alſo ex- 


tremely amiable and reſpectable from 
L her 
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her perſonal virtues, and the modeſt. 
elegance of her manners. i 


Mrss Greaves. I have been in- 
ſormed, that Mrs. Barbauld is the 
daughter of a diſſenting clergyman, 
who was of a very amiable and reſpect- 
able character. 


MR. Raymond. She is, madam; 
and ſhe has married a very worthy 
gentleman of the ſame profeſſion, and 
who is alſo engaged in the buſineſs of 
education. Her father, Dr. Aikin, 
was divinity tutor at the academy at 
Warrington. He was a man of ex- 
tenſive knowledge, and of exemplary 
piety, modeſty, and regularity of man- 
* ners; and was eminent for the inte- 
| grity and abilities which he diſplayed, Wl 
in the important office of training vp 
youth in virtue and ſound learning. 


Beſides | ; 
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Beſides Mrs. Barbauld, Dr. Aikin 
had a ſon, who has alſo diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by ſeveral ingenious publica- 
tions in polite literature. 


Ms. BzenTHaM. Mrs. Barbauld is 
at preſent undoubtedly very uſefully 
and honourably employed: thoſe who 
are engaged in the buſineſs of educa- 


tion are engaged in a molt reſpectable 


| * profeſſion, and in a profeſſion of the 
c | utmoſt importance to the intereſts of 
N virtue, and of the community. One 
cannot, however, avoid feeling ſome 
W regret, that this lady has not more 
X 7 > . 
W leiſure to employ thoſe fine talents of 
ry | : | 
0 = which ſhe is poſſeſſed, in the compo- 


tion of literary works of taſte and ge- 
, = ws, for which ſhe has already ſhewn 
"2 WH herſclt to be ſo well qualified. 


I 2 Mz. 
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Mx. Raymond. Of our preſent 
female writers, another, who is like- 
wiſe engaged in the buſineſs of edu- 
cation, is Miſs Hannan More. The 
proſe eſſays of this lady have great 
merit, as well as her poetical produc- 
tions, Mrs. CHAPON E, in her Mil- 
cellanies, and Letters on the Improve- 
ment of the Mind, has exhibited an 
excellent diſpoſition, a ſtrong attach- 
ment to the intereſts of piety and vir- 
tue, and much ingenuity. And the 
learning and talents of Mrs, EL1za- 
BETH CARTER are well known to the 
literary world. 


Miss GREAVES. I have read, with 
much pleaſure, the poetical publica- 
tions of Miſs SEwaRD; and have diſ- 
liked nothing in them, excepting her 
ſevere lines againſt general Waſhing- 

ton, 
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ton, in her monody on major An- 
dre. 


M. BenTHam. Miſs Seward's 
poem would certainly have appeared 
to more advantage, if thoſe lines had 
been omitted, Bur her perſonal friend- 
ſhip for the unfortunate Andre muſt 
be conſidered as her apology. This 
is an apology which would be readily 
admitted and accepted by general 
Waſhington himſelf. A juſt atten- 
tion to the laws of war, and to the 
intereſts of the cauſe in which he was 
engaged, rendered it wholly imprac- 
ticable for general Waſhington to have 
acted in a different manner than he 
did. But of this a lady could hardly 
be expected to be a competent judge. 
The laws of war are not a very natural 
or ordinary ſubject of female inquiry. 
It was, therefore, not in the leaſt a 

L 3 matter 
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matter of ſurprize, that, in a caſe like 
this, miſs Seward ſhould write in a 
manner ſomewhat prejudiced, and 
ſeem to be more under the influence 
of paſſion than of reaſon. But as no 
character of the preſent age is more 
truly illuſtrious than that of general 
WasHINGTON, his reputation cannot 
be tarniſned by any attacks whatever, 
either in verſe or in proſe. It muſt, 
however, be admitted, that the poe- 
tical powers of Miſs Seward are very 
conſiderable; and that there is much 
ſpirit, fancy, and elegance in her pro- 
ductions. 


Ms. JERMVYN. I have been much 
entertained with the publications of 
Miſs WII LIAus, the pleaſing poeteſs 
who has lately ſung the loves of Ed- 
win and Eltruda, and the oppreſſions 
of the Peruvians. Nor is it long ſince 
per- 
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peruſed two excellent proſe perform- 
ances, the Evelina and Cecilia of Miſs 
BURN EV, with which I was much de- 
lighted. It appears to me, that the 
invention, the ſtrong delineation of” 
character, and the knowledge of life 
and manners, which are diſplayed in 
theſe pieces of Miss Burney, do her 
great honour. 


Ms. BexTHam. Among the Eng- 
liſh literary ladies of the preſent age, 
beſides thoſe we have mentioned, we 
may number Mrs. LENNOxXx, Mrs. SHE- 
RIDAN, Mrs, Cowrkv, who is ſo much 
diſtinguiſhed by her dramatic per- 
formances, Mrs. GRIFFITRH, Mrs. Do- 
50n, Mrs. Deverzii, Miſs RokkRTsõ, 
and ſeveral others. 


Mr. Raymond. The Engliſh fe- 


male authors of the preſent age are 


L 4 ſuf. 
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ſufficiently numerous to form a very 
agreeable literary academy; and 1 
ſhould like to be preſent at a meeting 
in which they were all aſſembled. 
Mrs. MonTacuz, I think, would 
make a very proper preſident. 


Mx. BzxTHAu. At former periods 
we have had, in this country, very 
ingenious literary ladies ; but at no 
preceding period has there ever been 
in England, at the ſame time, fo 
many female authors as at preſent, 
and poſſeſſed of ſuch indiſputable me- 
Tit. 


AN 


ff 2 
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ANTIENT AMAZONS. 


HE hiſtory of the Amazons is a 

ſubject concerning which learn- 
ed and elaborate volumes have been 
publiſhed by foreign writers. There 
may be, therefore, perhaps, no great 
impropriety in a ſhort eſſay on this 
ſubject in the Fngliſh language; 
though it be admitted to be an inquiry 
of no great importance, and muſt be 
chiefly conſidered as a matter of lite- 
rary curioſity. But the laborious re- 
ſearches of learned antiquaries have 


often 
„ 
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often been much of this nature, in 
ſome of whoſe productions the induſtry 
of the writers has been much more 
apparent than the utility of their 


performances. 


Tux accounts of the Amazons, 
which have been tranſmitted down to 
us, have probably been numbered by 
the generality among the fables of 
antiquity; and yet, if it be conſidered 
by how many antient writers they are 
mentioned, and 1 in what poſitive terms 
ſome of theſe expreſs themſelves con- 
cerning them, it ſeems difficult wholly 
to doubt the reality of their exiſtence, 


THz principal of the modern writers, 
who have treated on this ſubject, are, 


Dr. Petit, Monſ. Chaſſipol, and the 
Abbe Guyon. Dr. Petit wrote an 
_ elaborate treatiſe concerning the Ama- 


zons, 
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zons, in Latin, the ſecond edition of 
which was printed at Amſterdam in 
1687. Monſ. Chaſſipol publiſhed an 
Hiſtory of the Amazons, in two vo- 
lumes, duodecimo, in French, in 
1678, at Paris. The Abbe Guyon 
alſo publiſhed another Hiſtory of 
them, in two volumes, in duodecimo, 
in French, printed alſo at Paris, in 
1740, A diſſertation has likewiſe 
been publiſhed upon this ſubje& by 
Goropius. 


Tux Amazons are mentioned by 
the moſt antient of the Greek writers. 
In the third book of the Iliad, Homer 
repreſents Priam ſpeaking of him- 
ſelf, as having been preſent, in the 
earlier part of his life, in a battle with 
the Amazons: and ſome of them 
afterwards came to the aſſiſtance of 
that prince, during the ſiege of Troy. 


THe 
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Tux Amazons are particularly men- 
tioned by Herodotus. That hiſtorian 
informs us, that the Grecians fought 
a battle with the Amazons on the 
river Thermodoon, and defeated them, 
After their victory, they carried off 
all the Amazons they could take alive, 
in three ſhips. But whilſt they were 
out at fea, theſe Amazons conſpired 
againſt the men, and killed them all, 
Having, however, no knowledge of 
navigation, nor any {kill in the uſe of 
the rudder, fails, or oars, they were 
driven by wind and tide, till they 
arrived at the precipices of the lake 
Mzotis, in the territories of the Scy- 
thians. Here the Amazons went 
aſhore, and marching into the country, 
ſeized and mounted the firſt horſes. 
they met with, and began to plunder 
the inhabitants. The Scythians at 
firſt conceived them to be men ; but 

2 after 
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after they had had ſkirmiſhes with 
them, and taken ſome priſoners, they 
diſcovered them to be women. They 
were then unwilling to carry on hoſti- 
lities againſt them; and by degrees a 
number of the young Scythians formed 
connections with them, and were 
deſirous that theſe gentle dames ſhould 
live with them as wives, and be in- 
corporated with the reſt of the Scy- 
thians. The Amazons agreed to con- 
tinue their connection with their Scy- 
thian huſbands, but refuſed to aſſociate 
with the reſt of the inhabitants of the 
country, and eſpecially with the 
women of it. We,” ſaid they, 
« ſhall never endure to live with the 
« women of your country, becauſe 
« we differ in manners. For we have 
« been accuſtomed to draw a bow, 
« throw a javelin, and mount a horſe, 


« and were never inſtructed in the 
«© uſual 


166 AN ESSAY ON THE 

« uſual employments of other women, 
e Whereas the Scythian wives do 
© none of the things we have men- 
« tioned: but are employed in wo- 
© maniſh labours, fitting ſtill in your 
ie waggons, unaccuſtomed to hunt- 
« ing, or any other exerciſe; and, 
te therefore, we cannot comply with 
te their manner of life. Nevertheleſs, 
& if you are deſirous to keep us for 
tc your wives, and to act honeſtly, go 
© to your parents, and after you have 
& received your portion of their ſub- 
© ſtance, return, and we will live 
« together.” They afterwards pre- 
vailed upon their huſbands to retire 
to Sarmatia, where they ſettled. 
« Hence,” ſays Herodotus, © the 
e wives of the Sarmatians ſtill con- 
ec tinue their antient way of living. 
« They hunt on horſeback in the 


we company of their huſbands, and 
| ce ſometimes 


* 
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« ſometimes alone. They march 
c with their armies, and wear the 
« ſame dreſs with the men. The 
« Sarmatians uſe the Scythian lan- 
« guage, but corrupted from the 
te beginning, becauſe the Amazons 
« never learned to ſpeak correctly. 
« Their matriages are attended with 
« this circumſtance: no virgin is 
« permitted to marry, till ſhe has 
« killed an enemy in the field; ſo that 
« ſome always grow old before they 
« can qualify themſelves as the law 
« requires *,” 


Driopokus SicuLus ſays, There 
was formerly a nation, who dwelt 
© near the river Thermodoon, which 
© was ſubjected to the government of 
women, and in which the women, 
© like men, managed all the military 


La) 


* Herodot. lib. iv. c. 110, 114, 116, 117. 


M © affairs, 


* 
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< affairs. Among theſe female warriors, 
© it is ſaid, was one who excelled the 


reſt in ſtrength and valour. She 


aſſembled e en an army of wo- 


men, whom che trained up in mili- 


tary diſcipline, and ſubdued ſome of 
the neighbouring nations. After- 


wards, having by her valour in- 


< creaſed her fame, ſhe led her army 


againſt the reſt; and being ſucceſsful, 
ſhe was ſo puffed up, that ſhe ſtyled 


herſelf the danghter of Mars, and 


ordered the men to ſpin wool, and 


to do the work of the women within 
doors. She allo made laws, by 
which the women were enjoined to 
70 to the wars, and the men to be 
kept at home in a ſervile flate, and 


employed in the meaneſt offices. 


They alſo debilitated the arms and 
thighs of thoſe male children who 


were born to them, that they might 


2 | 6 be 
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be thereby rendered unfit for war. 
They ſeared the right breaſts of 


their girls, that they might be no 


hindrance to them in fighting: from 
whence they derived the name of 
Amazons. Their queen, having 


become extremely eminent for ſkill 


and knowledge in military affairs, 
at length built a large city at the 
mouth of the river Thermodoon, 
and adorned it with a magnificent 
palace. In her enterprizes ſhe ex- 
actly adhered to military diſcipline 
and good order; and ſhe added to 
her empire all the adjoining nations, 
even to the river Tanais. Having 


performed theſe exploits, ſhe at 


laſt ended her days like a hero, 
falling in a battle, in which ſhe had 
fought courageouſly. She was ſuc- 
ceeded in the kingdom by her 

M 2 daughter, 


Cc 


6 4 
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daughter, who imitated the valour 


of her mother, and in ſome exploits 


* excelled her. She cauſed the girls, 
from their very infancy, to be exer- 
ciſed in hunting, and to be daily 
trained up in military - exerciſes, 
| She. inſtituted ſolemn feſtivals and 
facrifices to Mars and Diana, which 
were named Tauropoli. She afterwards 


carried her arms beyond the river 


Tanais, and ſubdued all the people 


of thoſe regions, even unto Thrace. 


Returning then with a great quantity 
of ſpoils into her own kingdom, ſhe 
cauſed magnificent temples to be 


erected to the deities before men- 


tioned ;. and ſhe gained the love of 
her ſubjects by her mild and gentle 


government. She afterwards under- 


took an expedition againſt thoſe who 


were on the other ſide of the river, 
and 
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and ſubjected to her dominion a 
« great part of Aſia, extending her 
arms as far as Syria“. 


Dropokus alſo ſpeaks of another 
race of Amazons who dwelt in Africa; 
and whom he ſpeaks of as being of 
greater antiquity than thoſe who lived 
near the river Thermodoon. In the 
© weſtern parts of Lybia, ſays he, 
© upon the borders of thoſe tracts that 
© are habitable, there was antiently a 
nation under the government of 
women, and whoſe manners and 
mode of living were altogether dif- 
© ferent from ours. It was the cuſtom 
for theſe women to manage all mili- 
« tary affairs; and for a certain time, 
during which they preſerved their vir- 
* ginity, they went out as ſoldiers into 


* Bibliothecz Hiſt. lib. ii. edit. Rhodoman. 
Hanov. 1604. p. 128. 
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© the field. After ſome years em- 
ployed in this manner, when the 
© time appointed for this purpoſe was 
© expired, they aſſociated themſelves 
with men, in order to obtain chil- 
dren. But the magiſtracy, and all 
public offices, they kept entirely in 
their own hands. The men, as the 
women are with us, were employed 
in | houſehold affairs, ſubmitting 
themſelves wholly to the authority 
of their wives. They were not per- 
mitted to take any part in military 
affairs, or to have any command, or 
any public authority, which might 
have any tendency to encourage 
them to caſt off the yoke of their 
« wives. As ſoon as any child was 
© born, it was delivered to the father, 
© to be fed with milk, or ſuch other 
food as was ſuitable to its age. If 
© females were born, they ſeared their / 
| © breaſts, 
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© breaſts, that they might not be bur- 
thenſome to them when they grew 


© up: for they conſidered them as 
great hindrances in fighting“. 


JusTiN repreſents the Amazomian 
republic to have taken its riſe in 
Scythia; and ſtates it to have origi- 
nated from a confederacy of Scythian 
women, whoſe huſbands had been cut 
off in an ambuſh, in conſequence of 
a conſpiracy of the people around 
them. According to the account 
given by him, their republic was -not 
formed from any original averſion in 
the Scythian women to the authority 
of the men, but from the animolity 
which they conceived againſt the 
nations around them, who had been 
the deſtroyers of their huſbands. 
They at firſt preferred a ſeparation 


* Lib, iii, edit. Rhodoman, p. 186. 
M 4 from 
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from all male intercourſe and aſſiſt- 
ance, to any connection with their 
enemies, and with men whoſe hands 
had been embrued in the blood of 
their huſbands. But when, by uniting 
together, and taking up arms, they 
had rendered themſelves formidable, 
they began at length to be deſirous 
that their female republic ſhould 
continue to ſubſiſt; and, therefore, 
permitted an occaſional intercourſe 
with men of the neighbouring coun- 
tries. It was, however, only ſuch a 
temporary connection as was ſufficient 
to effectuate the purpoſe they had in 
view, the enabling them to bear 
children, that the race of Amazons 
might not become extin&t. By de- 
grees, they formed their ſtate into a 
kind of monarchy : but they are re- 
preſented as having two queens at the 
ſame time. Among the methods 

which 
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which they adopted, for perpetuating 
their female ſtate, Juſtin mentions the 
following: When any male children 
were born to them, they put them to 
death; but they preſerved the girls 
alive, and brought them up to the 
ſame exerciſes to which they had ac- 
cuſtomed themſelves. They would 
not ſuffer them 'to be idle, or to 
addict themſelves to the working of 
wool, or the uſual feminine employ- 
ments; but they trained them up in 
the uſe of arms, in the management 
of horſes, and in hunting. They 
alſo burnt the right breaſts of their 
girls when young, that they might 
not be prevented from ſhooting of 
arrows with eaſe and dexterity “. 


HieeocRaTEs f, ſpeaking of the 
Amazons, ſays, They have no right 
* Juſtin, lib. ii. cap. 4. 


+ In Lib. de Aere, Loco, et Aqua. 
« breaſt; 
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« breaſt; for their mothers deprive 
© them of it, while the girls are yet 
< infants, and burn it with 4 hot 


* brazen inſtrument, fitted for the 


< purpoſe, that it may not grow 
© again, and that their ſtrength and 
© vigour may go into their ſhoulder 


and their right arm.“ Cardan, in 
his commentary upon this paſſage of 


'Hippocrates, and apparently under a 


full conviction of the truth of the 
fact, enters into an elaborate inquiry, 
at what age this operation might be 
beſt performed; and alſo remarks, 
that an inſtrument made of braſs was 


better adapted to this purpoſe, than 
one made of iron *. 


PLuTaRcn, treating of the Ama- 
zons in his life of Theſeus, conſiders 


* Petiti de Amazonibus Diſſertatio, p. 140, 
141, 142. | 
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the accounts which had been preſerved 
concerning them as partly fabulous, 
and partly true, He gives ſome ac- 
count of a battle which had been | 
fought between the Athenians and the | 

: | 


Amazons, at Athens; and he relates 
ſome particulars of this battle which 
had been recorded by an antient 
writer named Clidemus, He fays, 
“That the left wing of the Amazons 
te moved towards the place which is 
« yet called Amazonium, and the 
* right to a place called Pryx, near ö 
« Chryſa, upon which the Athenians, 
« jſſuing from behind the temple of 
« the Muſes, fell upon them; and 
« that this is true, the graves of thoſe 
« that were ſlain, to be ſeen in the 
« ſtreet that leads to the gate Piraica, 
e by the temple of the hero Chalco- 

dus, are a ſufficient proof. And 

* here it was that the Athenians were 
: « routed, 


l 
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« routed, and ſhamefully turned their 
« backs to women, as far as to the 
* temple of the Furies. But freſh 
<« ſupplies coming in from Palladium, 
« Ardettus, and Lyceum, charged their 


© right wing, and beat x back 


e into their very tents; in which ac- 
<« tion a great number of the Ama- 
« zons were lain.” In another place 


he ſays, It appears, that the paſſage 


« of the Amazons through Theſſaly 
% was not without oppoſition ; for 
<« there are yet to be ſeen many of 
< their ſepulchres near Scotuſſæa and 
«© Cynocephalz.” And in his life of 
Pompey, ſpeaking of the Amazons, 
Plutarch ſays, © They inhabit thoſe. 
* parts of mount Caucaſus that look 
towards the Hyrcanian ſea, (not 
ce bordering upon the Albanians, for 


< the territories of the Getz and the 
« Leges. lye betwixt): and with theſe 


ce people 
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« people do they yearly, for two 


« months only, accompany and co- 
« habit, bed and board, near the ri- 
« ver Thermodoon. After that they 
« retire to their own habitations, and 
« live alone all the reſt of the year.” 


Quixrus Cugrius ſays, The na- 
tion of the Amazons is ſituated upon 
© the borders of Hyrcania, inhabiting 
* the plains of Thermiſcyra, near the 
river Thermodoon. Their queen 
« was named Thaleſtris, and ſne had 
under her ſubjection all the country 
© that lies between mount. Caucaſus 
© and the river Phaſis. This queen 
came out of her dominions, in con- 
* ſequence of an ardent deſire ſhe had 
© conceived to ſee Alexander; and 
© being advanced near the place where 
© he was, ſhe previouſly ſent meſſen- 
gers to acquaint him, That tte 

| * queen 


< queen was come to have the ſatiſ- 
faction of ſeeing and converſing with 
© him. Having obtained permiſſion 
© to viſit him, ſhe advanced with three 
© hundred of her Amazons, leaving 


the reſt of her troops behind. As 


© ſoon as ſhe came within ſight of the 
© king, ſhe leaped from her horſe, 
© holding two javelins in her right 
© hand. The apparel of the Amazons 


© does not cover all the body; for 


© their left ſide is naked down to the 
© ſtomach, nor do the ſkirts of their 
« garments, which they tie up in a 
© knot, reach below their knees. 
© They preſerve their left breaſt en- 
* tire, that they may be able to 


| © ſackle. their female offspring; and 


they cut off and ſear their right, 
that they may draw their bows, and 
caſt their darts, with the greater 


eaſe. Thaleſtris looked at the king | 
With 


= A „ 


ANTIENT AMAZONS. 755 


© with an undaunted countenance, 
© and narrowly. examined his perſon ; 
© which did not, according to her 
ideas, come up to the fame of his 
© great exploits. For the barbarians 
© have a great veneration for a majeſtic 
« perſon, eſteeming thoſe only to be 
capable of performing great actions, 
© on whom nature has conferred a 
© dignifted appearance, The king 
© having aſked her, whether ſhe had 
© any thing to deſire of him, ſhe re- 
© plied, without ſcruple or heſitation, 
that ſhe was come with a view to 
© have children by him, ſhe being 
* worthy to bring him heirs to his 
* dominions. Their offspring, if of 
© the female ſex, ſhe would retain 
© herſelf; and if of the male ſex, it 
© ſhould be delivered to Alexander. 
© He then: aſked her, whether ſhe 


* would accompany him in his wars ? 


But 
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But this ſhe declined, alleging, 
© That ſhe had left nobody to take 
care of her kingdom. She conti- 
© nued to ſolicit Alexander, that he 
* would not ſend her back without 
© conforming to her wiſhes ; and her 
. paſſion being greater than that of 


the king, he was obliged to ſtay 


© there thirteen days, in order to 
© comply with her deſires, and ſhe 
© afterwards returned to her own 
kingdom“. 


IJvsrix alſo repeatedly mentions 
this viſit of Thaleſtris to Alexander f; 
and in one place he ſays, that ſhe 
made a march of twenty-five days, in 
order to obtain this meeting with 
him. The interview between 


Alexander and Thaleſtris is likewiſe 


* Quint. Curt. lib. vi. cap. Go * 
I Lib. ii. cap. 4+ Lib. xii, cap. 3. 
| mentioned 
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mentioned by Diodorus Siculus . 
The learned Goropius, as he is 
quoted by Dr. Petit, laments, in 
very pathetic terms, the hard fate of 
Thaleſtris, who was obliged to travel 
ſo many miles, and to encounter 
many hardſhips, in order to procure 
this interview with the Macedonian 
prince; and, from the circumſtances, 
is led to conſider the whole account 
as incredible. But Dr. Petit, with 
equal erudition, with equal eloquence, 
and with ſuperior force of reaſoning, 
at length determines, that her journey 
was not founded upon irrational prin- 
ciples, and that full credit is due to 
thoſe grave and venerable hiſtorians , 


by 

_ * Lib. XVII. edit. Rhodoman, Hanov. 1604. 
p. 549 

+ If ſufficient regard be not paid to the au- 

thority of the grave antients, perhaps they may 

2 N | derive 
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by whom this tranſaction has a 
recorded“. 


Tur Amazons are repreſented as 
being armed with bows and arrows, 
with javelins, and alſo with an axe of 
a particular conſtruction, which was 
denominated the axe of the Amazons. 


| According to the elder Pliny, this axe 
was invented by Pentheſilea, one of 


their queens f. On many antient 
medals are repreſentations of the 
Amazons, armed with theſe | AXES, 


dive Maiden) weight from the opinion of a 
grave modern. Montaigne, in the third book 


of his Eſſays, chap. 5, gives a particular ac- 


count of this interview between the Macedonian 
hero and the Amazonian queen, and ſeems not 
to have the leaſt doubt of the gy of the tranſ- 


action. 
* De Amazonibus Diflertatio, p. 373-379. 


+ Nat. Hiſt. lib. vii. cap. 56. Petit, p. 156. 
| e . 
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They are alſo ſaid ito have had buck: 
lers in the ſhape of a half- moon. 


DR. Prrrr ſuppoſes that the Ama- 
zons, in conſequence of being accuſ- 
tomed from their infancy to labour, 
to the uſe of arms, to live in a ſevere 
and hard manner, and to hunt conti- 
nually in the mountains, became 
abundantly more robuſt, vigorous, 
enterpriſing, and courageous, than 
the generality of their ſex. In ſome 
antient writers they are repreſented as 
having made uſe of ſuch proviſions as 
were beſt calculated to increaſe their 
courage and ferocity. In their in- 
faney they were frequently fed with 
mare's milk, and ſometimes with 
lizards, which is ſaid to have giyen 
an additional fierceneſs to their eyes“. 
They were alſo fed upon the fleſh of 


Petit, p. 86, 87. 
1 ſavage 
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ſavage beaſts, half raw, or imperfectly 
dreſſed; and pains have been taken 
to ſhew, by ſome writers, how much 
the temper and diſpoſition may be 
influenced, and ferocity increaſed, by 
fuch kinds of food. 


Tux Amazons are mentioned by 

many other antient authors beſides 
thoſe which have been enumerated ; 
and if any credit be due to the ac- 
counts concerning them, they ſubſiſt- 

ed through ſeveral ages. They are 
repreſented as having rendered them- 
ſelves extremely formidable, as having 
founded cities, enlarged the boun- 
daries of their dominions, and con- 
quered ſeveral other nations. Strabo, 
indeed, has urged ſundry arguments 
againſt the eredibility of the hiſtory 
# the Amazons; but Dr. Petit has 
endeavoured to ſhew, that his rea- 
2 ſonings 
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ſonings on this ſubje& are incon- 
cluſive “. 


Is the writings of the antient 

_ poets are many paſſages concerning 
the Amazons, ſome of which are ex- 
tremely beautiful: but theſe we do 
not produce, as they cannot be con- 
/ ſidered as hiſtorical authorities. The 
 £ 70 of the exiſtence of the Ama- 
zons, and their heroic exploits, muſt 

| be._ptoved from hiſtorians, and not 


from poets. We have mentioned 
Homer only on account of his anti- 


quity. 


THrar at any period there ſhould 
have been women, who, without the 
aſſiſtance of men, built cities, and 
governed them, raiſed armies, and 


* De Amazonibus Diflertatio, P+ 114, 115, 
116, &c, 


N 3 commanded : 


- 
. . - 
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commanded them, adminiſtered public 
affairs, and extended their dominion 


by arms, is undoubtedly ſo contrary 


to all that we have ſeen and known of 
human affairs, as to appear in a very 
great degree incredible. But that 
women may have exiſted ſufficiently 
robuſt, and ſufficiently courageous, to 
have engaged in warlike enterprizes, 
and even to have been ſucceſsful in 
them, is certainly not impoſſible, 
however contrary to the uſual courſe 
of things. In ſupport of this ſide of 
the queſtion, it may be urged, that 
women, who have been early trained 
to warlike exerciſes, to hunting, and 
to an hard and laborious mode of 
living, may be rendered more ftrong, 


and capable of more vigorous exer- 


tions, than men, who have led indo- 


lent, delicate, and luxurious lives, 


and who haye ſeldom been expoſed 
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even to the inclemencies of the weather. 
The limbs of women, as well as of men; 
are ſtrengthened, and rendered more 
robuſt, by frequent and laborious ex- 
erciſe. A nation of women, there- 
fore, brought up and diſciplined as 
the antient Amazons are repreſented 
to have been, would be ſuperior to an 
equal number of effeminate men; 
though they might be much inferior 
to an equal number of hardy men, 
trained up and diſciplined in the ſame 
manner. * | 


Tnar much ef what is ſaid of the 
Amazons is fabulous, there can be no 


reaſonable doubt; but it does not 
therefore follow, that the whole is 


without foundation. The © antient 
medals and monuments, on which 
they are repreſented, are very nume- 
rous, as are alſo” the teſtimonies of 

| RS © T: - 


184 AN ESSAY ON THE 


antient writers. It ſeems not rational 
to ſuppoſe, that all this originated in 
fiction, though it may be much 
blended with it. The abbe Guyon 
ſpeaks of the hiſtory of the Amazons, 
as having been regarded by many 
perſons as fabulous, rather from 
te prejudice, than from any real and 
ce ſolid examination; and it muſt be 
acknowledged, that the arguments in 
favour of their exiſtence, from antient 
hiſtory, and from antient monuments, 
are extremely powerful. The fact 
ſeems to be, that truth and fiction 
have been blended, in the narrations 
concerning theſe antient heroines. 


InsTancss of heroiſm in women 
have occaſionally occurred in modern 
times, ſomewhat reſembling that of 
the antient Amazons, A late writer 
ſays, The times, and the manners of 
_ * chivalry, 
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© chivalry, by bringing great enter- 


c 


prizes, bold adventures, and extra- 
vagant heroiſm into faſhion, inſpired 


the women with the ſame taſte. ——- 


The women, in conſequence of the 
prevailing paſſion,” were now ſeen in 
the middle of camps and of armies.” 
They quitted the ſoft and tender in- 


clinations, and the delicate offices of 


their own ſex, for the toils, and the 
toilſome occupations of ours. Du- 
ring the cruſades, animated by the 
double enthuſiaſm of religion and of 
valour, they often performed the 
moſt romantic exploits, obtained in- 
dulgencies on the field of battle, and 
died with arms in their hands, by 


the {ide of their lovers, or of their 


huſbands. 


© In Europe, the women attacked 
and defended fortifications ; prin- 
«© celles 
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© ceſſes commanded their armies, and 
obtained victories. Such was the 
celebrated Joan de Montfort, diſ- 
„ puting for her duchy of Bretagne, 
and fighting herſelf. Such was that 
_ © ſtill more celebrated Margaret of 
Anjou, active and intrepid, general 
< and ſoldier, whoſe genius ſupported 
© a long time a feeble huſband; 
© which taught him to conquer; 
© which replaced him upon the 
© throne; which twice relieved him 
from priſon; and, oppreſſed by for- 
tune and by rebels, which did not 


£ bend, till after ſhe had decided in 
* perſon twelve battles, 


Tux warlike ſpirit among the 

* women, conſiſtent with ages of bar- 
* bariſm, when every thing is impe- 
* tuous, becauſe nothing is fixed, and 
s when all exceſs is the exceſs of force, 
| continued 
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continued in Europe upwards | of 
« four hundred years, ſhewing itſelf 
from time to time, and always in 
© the middle of convulſions, or on the 
© eve of great revolutions, But there 
© were æras and countries, in which 
that ſpirit appeared with particular 
© luſtre. Such were the diſplays it 
c made in the fifteenth and ſixteenth 
* centuries in Hungary, and in the 


© iſlands of the Archipelago and the 


© Mediterranean, when they were in- 
© yaded by the Turks“. | 


* 


Amono the ſtriking inſtances of 
Amazonian conduct in modern ladies, 
may be mentioned that of Jane of 
Belleville, widow of Monſ. de Cliſſon, 
who was beheaded at Paris in the year 


* Eſſay on the character, manners, and ge- 
nius of women, enlarged from the French of 
M. Thomas, by Mr. Ruſſel, vol 1 p- 127— 
139, 

13433 
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1343, on a ſuſpicion of carrying on 2 


correſpondence with England and the 
Count de Montfort. This lady, filled 


with grief for the death of her Jate 


huſband, and exaſperated at the ill 
treatment which ſhe conſidered him as 
having received, ſent off © her ſon 


6 


C ; 


c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
C 
c 
6 
c 
c 
C 
c 
4 


ſecretly to London ; and when her 


apprehenſions were removed with 


reſpect to him, ſhe ſold her jewels, 


fitted out three ſhips, and put to ſea, 


to revenge the death of her huſband 


upon all the French with whom ſhe 
ſhould meet. This new corſaire 
made ſeveral deſcents upon Nor- 


* mandy, where ſhe ſtormed caſtles; 
and the inhabitants of that province 


were ſpectators more than once, 


vhilſt their villages were all in a 


blaze, of one of the fineſt women in 
Europe, with a ſword in one hand, 


and a torch i in the other, urging the 
© Carnage, 
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© carnage, and eying with pleaſure all 
« the horrors of war. 


Taz ſame writer alſo ſays, * In the 
« year 1628, as a gardener was dig- 
« ging the earth, in order to root-up 
« a tree on the ſpot where the Change 
now ſtands (at Paris), he found 
© nine cuiraſſes, which had certainly 
© been made for women, as appeared 
by the emboſſments and rounding 
© on each ſide of the breaſt. Who 
© were theſe heroines, and what cen- 
© tury did they live in? This is a 
* diſcovery I have not been able to 
* make. I have only found in Meze- 
ray, under the article of the croi- 
© ſade, preached by St. Bernard, in 
© the year 1147, That many wo- 
* men did not content themſelves 
» Saintfoix's Hiſtorical Eſſays upon Paris, 
OO Os eb | 
"ob * with 
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te with taking the croſs, but that they 
ec alſo took up arms to defend it; 
« and compoſed ſquadrons of females, 
ee which rendered credible all that 
te has been ſaid of the a of the 
«© Amazons 


* 


© Mons. Saintfoix likewiſe ſays, 
© The city of Falaiſe joined in the 
© Jeague againſt Henry the Fourth, 
© That prince beſieged, and was actu- 
© ally ſtorming it, hen La Chenay, 
a merchant, then in love with a girl 
of his own rank, propoſed to his 
miſtreſs a ſcheme for her eſcaping 
in ſafety.” © As I am perſuaded,” 
ſaid ſhe,” © that you do not intend 
ce to deſert your fellow-citizens while 
ce in action, though ſincerely anxious 
te for my ſafety, the propoſal you have 
% now made neither leſſens the eſteem 


* * * W * 


* Ibid. P · 238. 
te or 
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« or love I entertain for you; and, 
« to prove the truth of what I ſay, 
I declare myſelf ready to unite my 
« deſtiny with yours, in ties that can- 
* not be diſſolved, But our mar- 
« riage muſt be ſolemnized at the 
« breach; there I will plight you my 
« faith: come along, follow me.” 
© She had no ſooner ended her ſpeech 
© than ſhe flew to the walls. Her 
© lover's tears and entreaties were all 
* thrown away to no purpoſe. On 
© ſhe went till ſhe came to-the ram- 
parts.“ © There,” fays. Mezeray, 
« they fought with fuch intrepidity, 
ce that Henry the Fourth, an admirer 
« of virtue, commanded his troops 
c to ſpare their lives, if it were prac- 
« ticable: but La Chenay was ſlain 
© by a muſket-ball, and after he 
« fell, his bride refuſed to accept of 

*« quarter, but continued fighting till 
; « ſhe 
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ce ſhe was mortally wounded. Then 
c ſhe withdrew to her lover's corpſe, 
te that their blood might be mixed 
« together, and in her laſt moments 


«© ſhe held him faſt in her arms, till 


« death cloſed her eyes for ever “.“ 


ANoTHER heroine of that age is alſo 
mentioned by the ſame writer. In 
© the year 1590, the League party 
© obtained ſome troops from the king 
« of Spain. Upon the news of their 
being diſembarked, Barri de St. Au- 
© nez, Henry the Fourth's governor at 
© Leucate, ſet out to communicate a 
© ſcheme to the duke De Montmorenci, 


commander in that province, He 


© was taken in his way by ſome of the 
troops of the League, who were alſo 
upon their march with the Spaniards 


* Hiſtorical Eſſays upon Paris, vol. II. p. 174, 
175. | 
towards 
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© towards Leucate. They were per- 
< ſuaded that by thus having the go- 
vernor in their hands, the gates of 
© that place would be immediately 
© opened to them, or at leaſt would 
© not hold out long. But Conſtantia 
de Cecelli, his wife, after having 
© aſſembled the garriſon, put herſelf 
© ſo reſolutely at their head, pike in 
© hand, that ſhe inſpired the weakeſt 
© with courage, and the beſiegers were 
* repulſed wherever they preſented 
© themſelves. Shame, and their great 
© loſs, having rendered them deſpe- 
© rate, they ſent a meſſage to this cou- 
© rageous woman, acquainting her, 
* that if ſhe continued to defend her- 
© ſelf, they would hang her huſband. 
© She replied, with tears in her eyes, 
c J have riches in abundance; I have 
« offered them, and I do ſtill offer 
« them, for his ranſom. But I would 


not ignominiouſly purchaſe a life 
O . 
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« which he would reproach me with, 
and which he would be aſhamed to 


* enjoy. I will not diſhonour him 
« by. treaſon againſt my king and 


„ A A 


. country.” The beſiegers having 
made a freſh attack without ſucceſs, 


put her huſband to death, and raiſed 
the ſiege. Henry IV. afterwards 
ſent to this lady the brevet of gover- 
neſs of AN with the reverſion 
for her ſon * 


© Tux Abbe Arnaud, in his Me- 
moirs, ſpeaks of a Counteſs of St. 
Balmont, who uſed to take the field 
with her huſband, and fight by his 
ſide. She ſent ſeveral Spaniſh pri- 
ſoners of her taking to Marſhal 
Feuquieres ; and what 1s not a little 
extraordinary, this Amazon, at home, 
was all affability and ſweetneſs, and 


* Ibid. p. 192, 193. a | 
gave 


ANTIENT AMAZONS. 195 


gave herſelf up to reading, and acts 
« of piety “. 


Dz. Joanson ſeems to have given 
ſome credit to the accounts which have 
been tranſmitted down to us concern- 
ing the antient Amazons ; and he has 
endeavoured to ſhew, that we ought not 
haſtily to reject antient hiſtorical nar- 
rations, becauſe they contain facts re- 
pugnant to modern manners, and ex- 
hibit ſcenes to which nothing now oc- 
curring bears a reſemblance, * Of 
© what we know not,' ſays he, we 
© can only judge by what we know. 
* Every novelty appears more won- 
derful, as it is more remote from 
any thing with which experience or 
teſtimony have hitherto acquainted 


© us; and if it paſſes farther, beyond 
the notions that we have been ac- 


. 


* Ladies Friend, from the French of Mon. 
de Gravines, p. 198. 


O 2 © cuſtomed- 


— ——— oe———_ — Oo 
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© cuſtomed to form, it becomes at laſt 
© incredible. We ſeldom conſider, 
© that human knowledge is very nar- 
row, that national manners are form- 
© ed by chance, that uncommon con- 


© junctures of cauſes produce rare ef- 


© feats, or that what is impoſſible at 


© one time or place may yet happen 
© in another. It is always eaſier to 
deny than to inquire. To refuſe 
© credit confers for a moment an ap- 
6 pearance of ſuperiority, which every 
© little mind is tempted to aſſume, 


© when it may be gained ſo cheaply as 


© by withdrawing attention from evi- 
« dence, and declining the fatigue of 
. comparing probabllities.”- 


Max relations of travellers have 
© been lighted as fabulous, till more 
© frequent voyages have confirmed 
© their veracity; and it may reaſon- 
© ably be imagined, that many an- 
tient hiſtorians are unjuſtly ſuſpected 

4 of 
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of falſehood, becauſe our own times 
afford nothing that reſembles what 
they tell. Few narratives will 
either to men or women appear more 
incrediblè, than the hiſtories of the 
Amazons; of female nations, of 
whoſe conſtitution it was the eſſen- 
tial and fundamental law, to ex- 
clude men from all participation 
either of public affairs, or domeſtic 
buſineſs; where female armies march- 
ed under female captains, female 


farmers gathered the harveſt, female 
partners danced together, and female 
' wits diverted one another. Yet ſe- 
veral ages of antiquity have tranſ- 
mitted accounts of the Amazons of 
Caucaſus; and of the Amazons of 
America, who have given their name 
to the greateſt river in the world, 
Condamine lately found ſuch me- 
morials as can be expected among 
erratis and unlettered nations, where 

events 


c 
c 
129 
4 
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events are recorded only by tradi- 
tion, and new ſwarms ſettling in 
the country from time to time, con- 


fuſe and efface all traces of former 
times *. » 


| In another of his eſſays, Dr. John- 


ſon obſerves, © That the prejudices 
and pride of men have long pre- 
© ſumed the ſword and ſpindle made 
«© for different hands, and denied the 
* other ſex to partake the grandeur of 
© military glory.” But, he adds, 
© This notion may be conſiſtently 
© enough received in France, where 


© the Salique law excludes females 


© from the throne; but we, who al- 
© low them to be ſoyereigns, may 
« ſurely ſuppoſe them capable to be 
© ſoldiers .“ In the ſame Eſſay the 
Doctor alſo ſays, he © cannot find, 
that a modern ſoldier has any duties, 


* Idler, No. 87. 4 Ibid. No. 5. 
| 5 except 
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except that of obedience, which a lady 
cannot perform.“ If, therefore, ac- 
cording to the ideas of Dr. Johnſon, 
the modern ladies are thus capable of 
military exerciſes, and military ex- 
ploits, there ſeems no juſt reaſon to 
doubt the capacity of the ladies of 
antiquity, to engage in warlike enter- 
prizes, and to diſtinguiſh themſelves 
by heroic exertions. 


No author has taken ſo much pains 
upon this ſubje& as Dr. Petit. But, 
in the courſe of his work he has given 
it as his opinion, that there is great 


difficulty in governing the women even 
at preſent, though they are unarmed, 
and unpractiſed in the art of war *. 
After all his elaborate inquiries and 
diſeuſſions, therefore, this learned 
writer might probably think, that it 
is not an evil of the firſt magnitude, 


De Amazonibus Diſſertatio, p. 99. 
that 


8 


200 AN ESSAY, &e. 


that IG race of Amazons now Ceaſe; 
to exiſt. 


Ross ba ſays, IT he empire of the 


© woman is an empire of ſoftneſs, of 
© addreſs, of complacency. Her com- 


| c 


4 


mands are careſſes, her menaces are 
tears. But the empire of the Ama- 


zons was certainly an empire of a 


very different kind. Upon the whole, 
we may conclude with Dr. Johnſon : 


c 


c 


c 


2 
c 


* 


The character of the antient Ama- 
zons Was rather terrible than lovely; 


the hand could not be very delicate 


that was only employed in drawing 
the bow, and brandiſhing the battle- 
axe; their power was maintained by 


cruelty, their courage was deformed 


by ferocity, and their example only 
ſhews, that men and women live beſt 
iber. | 
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